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Students in Lynn Waldsmith’s sophomore British literature class at

Mercy High School in Farmington Hills take notes on their iPads, one
of several uses of the tablet at the school. PHOTOS BY ERIC SEALS/DFP
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Tablets put speech,
art on a new level

By Joe Guillen
Detroit Free Press Staff Writer

While more and more
schools throughout metro De-
troit are using iPads in the
classroom, Mercy High School
in Farmington Hills has been
recognized for its innovative
adoption of the portable tablet.

The school’s pairing of two
courses — speech and a digital
art class — shows how the iPad
is enhancing both of the tradi-
tional subjects at Mercy and
giving students technology
skills, said associate principal
Laurence Baker.

For a speech last year about
Niagara Falls, sophomore Izzy
Baughman recorded video of
herself talking about the topic.
She then took the video into the
ligital art class, called design
oundations, and produced and
dited a video package that
lended her speech, sound ef-
ectsand pictures of the water-
alls.

“The idea isn’t (to) learn
ech tools. The idea is learn
10w to design and create digi-
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Mercy High receives
N Apple award for
novative iPad use

achievement and represent
the company’s vision of an ide-
al learning environment. Mer-
cy is the only school in south-
east Michigan and one of three
in the state to receive the
award.

Since 2012, incoming ninth-
graders and transfer students
have been required to pur-
chase an iPad and to take the
design foundations class,
which integrates artistic prin-
ciples like color and texture
with the creation of digital
content such as videos and web
pages.

For $754, students in the
2014-15 school year will get a
32GB iPad Air, a two-year war-
ranty, a case and an account
that will provide all necessary
apps for their four years of
high school. Mercy, a Catholic,
girls school, did not receive
any money for winning the
award, Baker said.

Just as students at most
schools carry a binder or note-
book, students at Mercy carry
their iPads with them through-
out the day, to all types of class-
es.

Teachers distribute lecture
material to students in .pdf for-
mat, allowing students to
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troit are using iPads in the
classroom, Mercy High School
in Farmington Hills has been
recognized for its innovative
adoption of the portable tablet.

The school’s pairing of two
courses — speech and a digital
art class — shows how the iPad
is enhancing both of the tradi-
; tional subjects at Mercy and
giving students technology
skills, said associate principal
' Laurence Baker.

For a speech last year about
Niagara Falls, sophomore Izzy
Baughman recorded video of
herself talking about the topic.
She then took the video into the
digital art class, called design
foundations, and produced and
edited a video package that
blended her speech, sound ef-
fects and pictures of the water-
falls.

“The idea isn’t (to) learn
tech tools. The idea is learn
how to design and create digi-
tally,” Baker said. “That is a lit-
eracy kind of skill that we see
our students needing immedi-
ately and in their future. So
they learn how to edit a movie.
They learn how to Photoshop.
They create a web portfolio.
It’s required of every student.”

In November, Apple award-
ed Mercy the “distinguished
school” designation from 2013
to 2015 for its integration of the
iPad into its curriculum. The
recognition is for schools that
show innovation, educational

=1adcr's and transier students
have been required to pur-
chase an iPad and to take the
design foundations class,
which integrates artistic prin-
ciples like color and texture
with the creation of digital
content such as videos and web
pages.

For $754, students in the
2014-15 school year will get a
32GB iPad Air, a two-year war-
ranty, a case and an account
that will provide ali necessary
apps for their four years of
high school. Mercy, a Catholic,
girls school, did not receive
any money for winning the
award, Baker said.

Just as students at most
schools carry a binder or note-
book, students at Mercy carry
their iPads with them through-
outthe day, to all types of class-
es.

Teachers distribute lecture
material to students in .pdf for-
mat, allowing students to
scribble their notes directly
over the lecture notes shown
on their iPad screens. Text-
books and books for English
classes are stored electroni-
cally. For Spanish class, stu-
dents can listen to voice re-
cordings to learn proper pro-
nunciation.

“I'really like our math book.
They show you step by step
people writing on a white
board of problems and exam-
ples,” sophomore Hadley Hr-

See MERCY , Page 5A

Sophomores Emma Mason, left, and Hadley Hrdlicka do some
homework on their iPads in the media center.
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dlicka said. “Now, if I click on
one of the problems, the prob-
lems have step-by-step solu-
tions in them. So it’s getting a
lot more interactive.”

For all of its advantages,
school administrators have
taken steps to make sure stu-
dents aren’t using the iPads in-
appropriately at school. The
school’s wireless Internet, to
which the iPads connect,
blocks Facebook, Instagram
and other websites or applica-
tions that could distract stu-
dents. Teachers can selective-
Iy open windows for students
to access social media if need-
ed.

Apple heavily promotes the
iPad’s uses in a variety of edu-
cational environments, from
music classes to teaching spe-
cial-needs children, There are
more than 40,000 apps for edu-
cation, according to the com-
pany’s website.

At Mercy, Hadley said us-
ing the iPad has influenced her
career interests.

“T've always kind of known
[ wanted to go into something
with art. Ive always thought
art and technology were total-
y separate,” she said, “Now
’m getting into automotive de-
ign.”



