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DACA 1s 1in danger because of recent rulings

STORY AND GRAPHICS: REESE KIZY

he Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, or DACA,

I is a program that has been in effect since June 15,

2012. This immigration policy, which has been signed

into law and helps hundreds of thousands of people each year,

is now being threatened. The consequences of this law being

taken away would be detrimental for thousands of minor
immigrants looking for a new life in America.

The first major interference with this program happened
in July 2021, when, according to an article by the Council
on Foreign Relations, a federal judge from Texas ruled that
President Barack Obama’s signature immigration policy
is unlawful. The judge, Andrew Hanen, urged the Biden
administration to stop granting new requests from the
DACA program because it was “illegal, Obama exceeded his
authority when he created it through an executive order in
2012.”

Recipients of aid from the DACA program can get and
renew authorization that makes them eligible to work in the
United States. You must be under 18 to get support from
DACA, but the grants given can last into adulthood. Almost
all recipients and participants of the DACA program come
from southern or central American countries.

The program is mainly operated by immigration workers
at the southern U.S.-Mexico border, the most overpopulated
border, according to a Michigan Advance article by Ariana
Figueroa. Before the immigrants are even granted the DACA
eligibility to work, they must apply for the program and
meet all the requirements, as stated by the Immigrant Legal
Resource Center. Although it is a faster process than waiting
to fully gain citizenship, the U.S. government now debates
whether it is a safe program for our country to be involved
with. Additionally, the federal judges are unsure whether this
program’s quick remedy to the build-up of asylum seekers at
the border will outweigh the programs unsteady safety.

Since then, the Biden administration has appealed the
decision, in hopes of leaving the DACA program untouched.
However, the questions about what the future of DACA will
look like could send this case to the Supreme Court.

“The Dream Act which would give DACA recipients
permanent legal status, has failed to garner enough votes
to pass the 60-vote threshold in the Senate. With a slim

Democratic majority in the Senate, and GOP control in the
House, any legislative movement for Dreamers is stalled,”
according to a Michigan Advance article by Ariana Figueroa.

This could greatly affect not only the immigrants already
in the country under DACA, who may be facing the expiration
of their citizenship, but also the build-up of people at the
southern border.

AP Government teacher Mrs. Cindy Richter comments on
how there can be negative aspects to DACA.
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“Although I think DACA can be beneficial, It may come
with some negative aspects becauseif we allow illegal
immigrant children to stay, it may encourage families to
cross over and live undocumented and illegally which may be
harmful,” Richter said.

Sophomore Hailey Thostenson went on an immigration
informational trip where she learned about the various factors
contributing to the immigration crisis. Along with the other
students who went on the trip, she visited businesses that were
dedicated to aiding immigrants starting new lives in America.
A big part of this trip was visiting businesses that hired many
immigrants. Thostenson even spoke to a lawyer involved in
providing services for struggling immigrants.
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“We learned about the five most common routes that
immigrants from Mexico and Central America take to cross
over the border,” Thostenson said. “There are definitely no
good ways for immigrants to get here and the whole process
is very, very complex.”

This perspective adds to the fact that immigrants come here
purely out of necessity. When a person’s life is completely
ruined due to the state of their country and government, they
have no choice but to try anything to come into a country like
America.

“It really depends on what the family’s situation is like;
there are many factors contributing to what is best for
family structures of struggling families that cannot support
themselves with the poor economy of their home-nation,”
Thostenson said.

She comments on whether immigrants coming here as
children, like the ones supported by the DACA program, are
better for the American economy, and for their own good,
rather than adults coming here.

“We learned about a Mexican immigrant who chose
to leave behind her baby with her family in Mexico, while
she would try to gain a green card and live here, alone,”
Thostenson said.

The immigration process for the southern border is
extremely strict for immigrants trying to gain a green card.
Yet, the DACA program is crucial to foreign minors, as it
helps to alleviate the build-up of all children, including those
still in dangerous home countries while their families have
gained citizenship, and abandoned at the border.

Although the Biden administration is doing everything
it can— without an executive order— to uphold DACA, the
continuation without action, and the upcoming 2024 election,
can greatly slow, or even halt the existence of this program.
Without the DACA program as a hope for young immigrants,
the southern border crisis will only worsen.

The Sisters of Mercy state on their website, “We continue
to push for legislation that provides permanent protections for
immigrants, including a pathway to citizenship — for DACA
recipients (Dreamers), farmworkers, essential workers, and
others with temporary status.”
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What's going on with the government-

STORY AND GRAPHICSMAURA MCSWEENEY, CO-EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

SCOTUS is back in sessiohet’s go vote

On Monday, October 2, the Supreme Court of the United States came back into session after their o \we move into November. elections are right around
long break with a docket full of big cases. Every year, the Supreme Court only grants and hea{ﬁe corner! is election may no’t be as much of a concern
a certain amount of cases so, as you can probably infer, the cases that they do choose to hear are ) L . . . .

for'you because it is not a midterm or presidential election

oing to be pretty big. Here are three important cases that the Supreme Court will decide on duri ) .
going pretty big P P ﬁear, but it should be. Local elections are o en the elec-

their 2023-2024 term: i )
tions whose outcomes will a ect us the most.

ALEXANDER V. SOUTH CAROLINA STATE CONFERENCE OF THE NAACP In Michigan, there are not any U.S. Senate, U.S House,
This case is regarding racial gerrymandering in the State of South Carolina after the Sout@overnor, State Senate, or State House elections happen-
Carolina legislature adopted a new congressional map which moved thousands of black voters initag, however, there might be a recall or local election, like
other districts. This move essentially secured the majority Republican party in the legislature gity council elections, that will a ect you. No matter how
seat in that district. Some, including legislators, argue that it was political gerrymandering, Whicrbig or small an issue on the ballot is, the outcome will
is legal and constitutional. The plaintiff, the South Carolina State Conference of the NAACP, is3jmost certainly a ect you or someone you know so your

arguing that it was in fact racial gerrymandering, something that is unconstitutional. vote does make a di erence.

MOODY V. NETCHOICE, LLC.
In this case, the state of Florida passed a law that had to do with limiting alleged censorship and
bias against conservative voices in the media. The law places restrictions and limits on social media
SODWIRUPYV ZLWK WKUHDWYVY RI ¢QHV RU OHJDO DFWLRQ LI WKH\ GR QRW FRPSO\ 1HW &KRLFH
many big-name social media companies and claims that the law violates the freedom of speech of
the companies and therefore is unconstitutional.

LINDKE V. FREED
Yet another case proving that social media will become more and more prevalent in law cases.
,Q WKLV FDVH D SXEOLF RI¢FLDO IURP OLFKLJDQ RZQHG D SXEOLF VRFLDO PHGLD DFFRXQW Zk
updates regarding his personal life as well as updates about his position, such as policies he has
SXVKHG 7KH SXEOLF RI¢(FLDO UHFHLYHG FULWLFLVP RQ KLY SDJH DQG EORFNHG WKH DFFRXQW
suing for a violation of his First Amendment right to free speech.

The U.S. House of Representatives on rec

What is happening in the House of Representativeis?the United States becomes split even more, both e Tuesday, October 16, at 6 p.m. and vote on a n
That is a question that a lot of Americans have right nguarties and within the parties, we can expect many m@peaker. Ohio Rep. Jim Jordan is the Republican pe
as the House of Representatives has recently ousted“thistoric” moments that are a result of the disagreemerandidate and the entire house will vote on whether
former Speaker of the House Kevin McCarthy and trend refusal to compromise by representatives from batat he will be the next Speaker. As of Monday, Octob
government is scheduled to shut down in less thamparties. 16, Jordan does not have the votes to be elected bec
month. What do we do now? The next question that mamy how split the party is.

On Tuesday, October 3, over two weeks ago, tienericans are asking as the House of Representatived his process of the Republicans electing a candid.
House of Representatives voted to remove the fornteas still failed to elect a new Speaker of the House.dnd House voting on it will continue for as long &
Speaker of the House. This historical move was led bye two weeks that the House did not have a speakernaeded for a Speaker to be elected. A candidate \
a group of 8 right-wing representatives, led by Floridaork and business was halted because they couldn’trtged 218 votes in order to be elected which means t
Rep. Matt Gaetz, who was not happy with the decisioaay work without a Speaker and they went into recesbe candidate will either have the votes of all or ma
of the Rep. Kevin McCarthy. Despite having th&his is a big issue considering that the governmentdsthe Republican representatives or the candidate v
majority in the House, Republicans split on the votingcheduled to shut down on November 19, after alreakgve to turn to the Democrats for support.
and McCarthy was removed from his position on a voteetting moved back from September 29. Without a Whichever way a candidate must get votes, th
of 216-210. speaker, no work is going to be done, making thmeust work fast because work needs to be done and

A removal of the Speaker of the House has nevgovernment shutdown on the horizon more and mof®use needs to be back in sessions
been done before making this a historic moment, arehlistic.
not necessarily a good one. As the two-party systemThe House of Representatives was set to convene



