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Mercy Newsprint Editorial Policy:
As Mercy Newsprint staff we promise 

to keep you entertained and informed 
with accurate and unbiased information. 
Our goal is to provide timely news while 
promoting diversity and representing 
the entirety of the Mercy community. 
We encourage letters to the editors and 
any other feedback you may have. You 
may reach out to us through our email 
(newsprint@mhsmi.org), our Instagram 
(@mercy.newsprint), or through any of 
our staff members.
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Evolving Israel-Hamas conflict is nothing new
STORY AND GRAPHICS: REESE KIZY & TESS O’DONNELL

The swirl of controversy and confusion surrounding 
the war between Israel and Hamas has gained much 
attention in the Mercy community. The current 

FRQÀLFW� EHJDQ� 2FWREHU� ��� DIWHU� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� PLOLWDQW�
JURXS�� +DPDV�� ODXQFKHG� DQ� DWWDFN� IURP� WKHLU� RFFXSLHG�
land in the Gaza Strip. But the long history of tension 
EHWZHHQ�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQV�EHIRUH�WKH�ZDU�EURNH�
out is what has really driven this extremely deadly series 
RI� DWWDFNV�� &RPPXQLWLHV� DOO� RYHU� WKH� ZRUOG� PRXUQ� WKH�
ORVV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�RI�,VUDHOL�DQG�3DOHVWLQLDQ�SHRSOH��DV�WKH�
GHDWK�WROO�UHDFKHV�JUHDW�KHLJKWV��DQG�TXHVWLRQV�RI�ZKHWKHU�
WKLV�FRQÀLFW�ZLOO�HYHU�EH�VHWWOHG�ZLWK� WKH� WZR�VWDWHV� VWLOO�
LQWDFW��DULVH�

7KH�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�WKLV�FRQÀLFW�KDV�EHHQ�ZHOO�UHVHDUFKHG�
E\�6RFLDO�6WXGLHV�WHDFKHU��0UV��*UHWFKHQ�)DXQFH��

“It really became an issue when Israel became a 
FRXQWU\��LQ�������DIWHU�:RUOG�:DU�,,��(DUOLHU�LQ�WKH�FHQWXU\�
there had been that issue called Zionism which made a 
ORW�RI�-HZLVK�SHRSOH�ZDQW�WR�PRYH�EDFN�WR�WKH�KRO\�ODQG��
7KDW�� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� VXSSRUW� DIWHU� WKH� +RORFDXVW�� DQG�
intense antisemitism spread them all over and increased 
WKH�PRYHPHQW�WR�JR�WR�ZKDW�LV�QRZ�,VUDHO�´�)DXQFH�VDLG�

Jewish people in the mid-20th century were not only 
GLVFULPLQDWHG�DJDLQVW��EXW�DOVR�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�IRUP�D�ODQG�
of their own. Although these Jewish people came from 
GLIIHUHQW� (XURSHDQ� FRXQWULHV�� WKH\� ZDQWHG� WR� IRUP� D�
XQL¿HG� ODQG�HVSHFLDOO\�EHFDXVH� WKH\�ZHUH�XQZHOFRPH�LQ�
many places.

³3DOHVWLQLDQV�OLYHG�>LQ�PRGHUQ�GD\�,VUDHO@��DQG�WKLV�DUHD�
ZDV�DOVR�FRQWUROOHG�E\�WKH�2WWRPDQ�(PSLUH�DW�VRPH�SRLQW��
and the British at another; the territory itself would be 
FRPSOLFDWHG�EXW�SHDFHIXO��XS�XQWLO�DURXQG�����\HDUV�DJR�´�
)DXQFH�VDLG��³7KH�$UDE�,VUDHOL�ZDU�EHJDQ�LQ�������SUHWW\�
PXFK�LPPHGLDWHO\�DIWHU�,VUDHO�ZDV�GHFODUHG�D�FRXQWU\�´

Disagreements about territorial boundaries continued 
WR�IXHO�FRQÀLFW���

³$IWHU� WKDW� ZDU�� WKH� 81� EHFDPH� LQYROYHG� LQ� WKH�
FRQÀLFW��DQG�WKH\�GHFODUHG�,VUDHO¶V�ODQG�ELJJHU�WKDQ�ZKDW�
LW�ZDV�EHIRUH�´�)DXQFH�VDLG��³+RZHYHU��,VUDHO¶V� ODQG�KDV�
FRQWLQXHG�WR�JURZ��DQG�WRGD\��WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�SDUW�LV�YHU\��
YHU\�VPDOO�´

The Palestinian people have fought for the land 
WKH\� GR� KDYH� IRU� PDQ\� GHFDGHV�� +RZHYHU�� EHFDXVH� RI�
WKH� ZHDNHQHG� FRQGLWLRQ� RI� 3DOHVWLQH�� DQG� WKH� SRZHUIXO�
DOOLDQFHV� ,VUDHO�KROGV�� ,VUDHOL� IRUFHV�FUHHS� LQWR� WKLV�KD]\�
WHUULWRU\� PRUH� DQG� PRUH�� VR� WKH� ODQG� WKDW� 3DOHVWLQLDQ�
JURXSV�JRYHUQ�LV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�VPDOO��DV�)DXQFH�H[SODLQHG��
Native people living in the areas controlled by Palestinian 
JURXSV�KDYH�URRWV�DQG�FDQ� WUDFH� WKHLU�HWKQLFLWLHV�EDFN�WR�
EHLQJ�3DOHVWLQLDQ��%XW�QRZ�� WKH\�GR�QRW�KDYH�DQ�RI¿FLDO�
QDWLRQ�WR�FDOO�WKHLU�KRPHODQG��DQG�LW�LV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKLV�ORQJ�
struggle for territory with Israelis.

³7KH�+DPDV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�FDPH�DERXW�LQ�WKH���V��LQLWLDOO\�
D�SDUW�RI�WKH�0XVOLP�%URWKHUKRRG��DQG�LPPHGLDWHO\�ZKHQ�
WKH\�JDLQHG�UHFRJQLWLRQ��WKH\�ZHUH�GHHPHG�DV�D�WHUURULVW�
JURXS�´�)DXQFH�VDLG�

The Palestinian Legislative council and Hamas was 
dicredited because Hamas was deemed a terrorist group 
E\�PXFK� RI� WKH�ZHVWHUQ�ZRUOG��PDLQO\� EHFDXVH� RI� WKHLU�
YLROHQW� DWWDFNV�� EXW� DOVR� EHFDXVH� RI� WKHLU� DOOLDQFH� ZLWK�
other nations such as Iran. Hamas is based in the Gaza 

6WULS��ZKLFK� LV�ZK\� WKDW� LV�ZKHUH� WKH�PDLQ�DWWDFNV�KDYH�
been occurring.  

³7KH� 0LGGOH� (DVW� EDFNV� WKH� 3DOHVWLQLDQV�� ZKHUH� WKH�
ZHVWHUQ�ZRUOG��LQFOXGLQJ�$PHULFD��EDFNV�,VUDHO��7KH�8�6��
KDV�SUHWW\�PXFK�DOZD\V�VDLG�WKH\�ZRXOG�VLGH�ZLWK�,VUDHO��
PDLQO\�¿QDQFLDOO\�´�)DXQFH�VDLG�

5HFHQWO\��$PHULFD� KDV� DLGHG� DQG� DVVLVWHG� ,VUDHO�� ZLWK�
President Biden publicly announcing that America does 
QRW�VXSSRUW�WHUURULVWV��LQ�UHIHUHQFH�WR�+DPDV�

³:KHQ�VRPH�VWXGHQWV�FRPH�LQ�DQG�DVN�PH�LI�$PHULFD�LV�
JRLQJ�WR�ZDU��,�GRQ¶W�UHDOO\�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�UHVSRQG��EXW�LQ�P\�
RSLQLRQ��,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�WKH�8�6��ZRXOG�HYHU�SXW�WURRSV�RQ�WKH�
JURXQG�WKHUH²�LW¶V�WRR�GDQJHURXV�´�)DXQFH�VDLG�

:LWK�WKH�LQYROYHPHQW�$PHULFD�KDV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��

LW� LV�KDUG� WR�VD\�IRU�VXUH�ZKHWKHU�)DXQFH¶V�VWDWHPHQW�ZLOO�
prove true for the future.

$Q� LQIRUPDWLRQDO� PHHWLQJ� E\�0HUF\¶V� GHEDWH� FOXE� RQ�
October 23 was held to try to get its members up to date 
on the complexities of the war. Their meeting was based 
on the history of the issue and the current needs of the 
civilians there. 

Senior Grace Eliya has been a club leader since last 
\HDU�� DQG� KDV� OHG� WKH� GHEDWH� FOXE� LQWR� PDQ\� LPSRUWDQW�
discussions. She explained that during the time of World 
:DU�,,��%ULWDLQ�KDG�RZQHG�WKH�ODQG�WKDW�LV�QRZ�,VUDHO�DQG�
3DOHVWLQLDQ�WHUULWRULHV��,Q�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�+RORFDXVW��%ULWDLQ�
DOORZHG�-HZLVK�UHIXJHHV�WR�VHHN�DV\OXP�LQ�WKDW�µXQFODLPHG¶�
ODQG�� ZKLFK� WKH\�ZRXOG� ODWHU� WXUQ� LQWR� WKHLU� RZQ� VWDWH²�
Israel.

³,Q������� WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�DGRSWHG�5HVROXWLRQ������
NQRZQ�DV�WKH�3DUWLWLRQ�3ODQ��ZKLFK�ZDV�PHDQW�WR�GLYLGH�WKH�
%ULWLVK�0DQGDWH�RI�3DOHVWLQH�LQWR�$UDE�DQG�-HZLVK�VWDWHV�´�
Eliya said. 

This decision to share the land between the Jewish and 
3DOHVWLQLDQ� SHRSOH� ZDV�PDGH�� EXW� WKH� H[DFW� SDUWLWLRQV� RI�
the land was not agreed upon by the Arab council and 
3DOHVWLQLDQ�JURXSV��ZKLFK�LV�ZKDW�KDV�FDXVHG�WKH�FRQÀLFWV�
between these people for the past seven decades. Eliya 
FDUULHG� WKH� GHEDWH� FOXE¶V� GLVFXVVLRQ� LQWR� DQDO\]LQJ� WKH�
detrimental effects the war has had on civilians.

³,VUDHO� KDV� IXOO� FRQWURO� RYHU� *D]D¶V� HOHFWULFLW\�� ZDWHU��
and cut its power— putting hospitals in crisis. More than 
������ SHRSOH� KDYH� EHHQ� NLOOHG� LQ� *D]D� LQ� WKH� SDVW� WZR�
ZHHNV�� LQFOXGLQJ�PRUH� WKDQ� ������ FKLOGUHQ�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR�
WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�+HDOWK�0LQLVWU\�´�(OL\D�VDLG�

This control of resources has greatly strained defense 
RQ� WKH� VLGH� RI� +DPDV�� FDXVLQJ� PRUH� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� FLYLOLDQ�
deaths. 

³,VUDHO� KDV� FRQ¿UPHG� WKDW� ���� SHRSOH� DUH� EHLQJ� KHOG�
KRVWDJH� LQ� *D]D��$Q� DGGLWLRQDO� ���� SHRSOH� DUH� PLVVLQJ��
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�´�(OL\D�VDLG�

7KHVH� WROOV�� DV� RI�2FWREHU� ���� KDYH� RQO\� FRQWLQXHG� WR�
rise. The latest death tolls were reported on November 
�WK��ZKHQ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�UHSRUWLQJ�E\�&11��PRUH�WKDQ������
GHDWKV�LQ�,VUDHO�DQG��������GHDWKV�LQ�*D]D�RFFXUUHG�

2Q� 1RYHPEHU� ���� ,VUDHO� DQG� +DPDV� DJUHHG� WR� D�
WHPSRUDU\� FHDVH¿UH� DQG� WKDW� FHDVH¿UH� ZDV� H[WHQGHG� IRU�
WZR� DGGLWLRQDO� GD\V� RQ� 1RYHPEHU� ���� ,VUDHO� KDV� IXUWKHU�
FODLPHG�WKDW�WKH\�ZLOO�H[WHQG�WKH�FHDVH¿UH�E\�RQH�GD\�IRU�
HYHU\����KRVWDJHV�UHOHDVHG��+DPDV�DJUHHG�WR�WKH�FHDVH¿UH�
under the same terms. The hostages being released on both 
VLGHV�KDYH�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��EXW�PRUH�¿JKWLQJ�LQ�
the future is forecasted.

$OO�LQ�DOO��WKH�0HUF\�FRPPXQLW\�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EH�DIIHFWHG�
E\� WKLV�ZDU��7KH�FXOWXUH�RI�3DOHVWLQLDQV��DQG� WKHUHIRUH�DOO�
$UDEV��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�-HZLVK�FXOWXUH��LV�EHLQJ�WKUHDWHQHG�E\�
the state of their homeland and the rising amount of deaths. 
$V�RQH�RI�WKH�FULWLFDO�FRQFHUQV�RI�0HUF\��ZH�ORRN�IRUZDUG�
to non-violence that we pray will come. Let us continue to 
pray for peace in this part of the world. 
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Diving deeper into the cultures at Mercy
STORY AND PHOTOS: DARIA SMITH

Culture, food, and artistry- three words that describe one of 
Mercy’s most anticipated events of the school year. Ethnic 
Bazaar is an annual event that highlights different cultures 

around the Mercy community through dance performances, cultural 
foods, and artwork displayed in the lobby. This year, Ethnic Bazaar 
will highlight a number of different cultures such as Greek, Middle 
Eastern, African, Irish and more. Ethnic Bazaar takes place today 
Friday, December 1 and running from 2nd hour to 6th hour in the 
Drama Studio.

“When the event has arrived every year, it turns out to be a really 
nice occasion and everyone has an experience that I don’t think they’ll 
forget,” Human Relations Council Moderator Mr. Steve Morgan said.

At Mercy, HRC is in charge of putting together Ethnic Bazaar and 
making it as unforgettable as possible. Ethnic Bazaar takes about 
a month and a half to plan and promote. They began to talk about 
SODQQLQJ�WKH�HYHQW�GXULQJ�WKHLU�¿UVW�PHHWLQJ��)URP�WKHUH��¿JXUH�
out who is performing, what spaces they will need to reserve, and 
what supplies they need to get in order to have enough space and 
decorations to set up for the big performance day. Though Ethnic 
Bazaar is extremely fun, the amount of work put in to set it up is a 
huge reason why the event is a continuous success year after year.
³:DWFKLQJ�WKH�DXGLHQFH¶V�UHDFWLRQV�DQG�WDNLQJ�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�

the event all in makes all the stress of planning worth it,” Morgan said.

Bringing Southeast Europe to Mercy, the 
Hellenic Student Association, led by senior Zoe 
Vláhadamis, will be bringing Greek culture 
to Mercy. !rough multiple traditional Greek 
dances and foods, such as rice pudding, chicken 
lemon rice, and Spanakopita.

Greek club hopes to highlight what they be-
lieve to be the special parts of Greek culture. 

“By starting Greek club and participating in 
Ethnic Bazaar, I wanted to share my love for my 
culture with the other girls at Mercy,” Vláha-
damis said.

Moving to the Middle East, the Middle 
Eastern Student Association will be bringing 
Middle Eastern culture to Mercy. MESA will 
be performing dances that originated from all 
across the Middle East such as Bagiye, Khiga, 
Dabke, etc. !ere will also be a variety of  Mid-
dle Eastern cuisine featured at Ethnic Bazaar, 
including Takhratha (meat and cheese pies), 
baklava, keleche, kibbeh, burek, and more. 
MESA is excited to share their authentic cus-

toms and "avors with Mercy.
“MESA wanted to participate in Ethnic 

Bazaar this year because we feel passionately 
about representing our culture and keeping 
it alive here at Mercy,” MESA club leader Ella 
Poota said. “Participating in Ethnic Bazaar gives 
us the opportunity to embrace our culture and 
shine light on the beauty of our unique customs 
and traditions.”

Bringing soul to Mercy, the Black 
Awareness Society for Education will be 
bringing African culture to Mercy throug 
Step, African dances, and Hip-Hop per-
formances. !ere will be a various num-
ber of soul food dishes such as macaroni 
and cheese, collard greens, and fried 
chicken. BASE strives to showcase the 

di#erent parts of black culture and how 
African Americans express themselve 
through di#erent dances.

“Ethnic Bazaar showcases all the dif-
ferent cultures that are usually not talked 
about a lot, especially minorities,” junior 
and Step dance leader Jada Roberts said.

For many students, Ethnic Bazaar is a lot more than just an event in the 
drama studio, but instead an opportunity to showcase their culture and ed-
ucate others. Although Mercy is a diverse school, there is not always an op-
portunity for students to learn about their fellow classmates' backgrounds. 
Many students who participate in Ethnic Bazaar believe it is an important 
event that takes place at Mercy, because it allows them to represent who 
they are and express themselves through their culture. 

“Ethnic Bazaar allows students of all di#erent cultural backgrounds to 
embrace who they are and where they come from with unending support 
from their Mercy sisters,” Poota said. “It encourages everyone to be proud 
of who they are and share a part of themselves that they typically would 
not reveal or embrace.”

Chicken lemon rice soup

Baklava

Collard Greens

BASE
M

ES
A

G
reek Club
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New competition enters the Catholic League

This year, Mercy Athletics teams as well as fellow Catholic 
League teams were faced with a change to their schedules. 
They were going to Ohio. While it is not uncommon to travel 

farther distances for games, these games would be league games and in 
another state.

On March 26, 2022, the Detroit Catholic League announced the 
DGGLWLRQ�RI�VL[�WHDPV�LQWR�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH��ÀYH�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�
Toledo area. Central Catholic High School, Notre Dame Academy, St. 
Francis de Sales School, St. John’s Jesuit High School, and St. Ursula 
Academy are all Catholic schools located in the Toledo area while Lumen 
Christi, the sixth addition, is located in the Jackson area. Mercy Athletics 
is affected by three of these additions as Notre Dame Academy and St. 
Ursula Academy are all-girls while Toledo Central Catholic is co-ed. 
WHO MADE THIS DECISION?

A decision such as this one was not taken without thoughtful con-
sideration and conversations about all aspects, good and bad, about the 
expansion.  Despite what many may think, the ultimate decision to allow 
WKHVH�QHZ�VFKRROV�WR�MRLQ�ZDV�QRW�RIÀFLDOO\�PDGH�E\�WKH�&DWKROLF�/HDJXH��
rather it was made by the Executive Athletic Board.

“The decision to increase our overall membership was decided on by 
school principals and athletic directors; it wasn’t a decision that was made 
strictly by the Catholic League staff,” Associate Catholic League Director 
Mike Evoy said.

The decision to welcome these schools to the league was not taken 
lightly. The process to admit new schools was not short, nor was it with-
out input from school leaders, athletic directors, and the Catholic League 
staff.

“[The Catholic League staff] does a lot of the leg work,” Evoy said. 
“We had a number of meetings with the Toledo schools in advance, and 
once we had vetted everything, we brought it before and it was voted 
upon by principals and athletic directors who represent other schools.”
WHAT ABOUT THE TRAVEL?

One of the biggest concerns when faced with this new change is 
travel. People have debated questions like how much time will be spent 
traveling to these new schools in Ohio or how will this increase travel 
costs when in reality, there isn’t that much of a difference in time despite 
it being across state borders.

“There’s imaginary boundaries, but we’re starting to overcome 
those,” Evoy said. “For example, the travel from De La Salle to Detroit 
Catholic Central is pretty close to the same travel time from De La Salle 
to Toledo St. John’s which seems surprising because of that imaginary 
state boundary.”

For Mercy, travel times may be a bit longer, but it is 
worth it for the extra competition and helped by the fact 
that the teams will not be traveling there weekly. Out of 
Mercy’s 21 sports, only 7 sports will be forced to com-
pete against and travel to these new schools.

“It doesn’t affect all of our sports so that helps,” 
Mercy Athletic Director Brandon Malinowski said. 
“Sports that it does affect may have to go there twice per 
season.”

In addition, some sports already had to travel for 
games or matches. Mercy Varsity Golf has a different 
experience than most in the fact that their matches are 
different than games.

“We went to St. Ursula for a match, and for us, it 
wasn’t a big deal because we have to drive an hour to 
Lutheran North every year anyway, so an hour and 15 
minutes wasn’t out of the ordinary,” Mercy Varsity Golf 
captain Abby Slankster said.
IS THE NEW COMPETITION BENEFICIAL OR 
TAKING AWAY OPPORTUNITIES?

It is no question that with more teams comes more 
competition. While some may say that it is good for 
programs to face higher levels of competition to prepare 
them for the state competitions, there is no doubt that this 
competition is also a challenge. 

The Mercy Varsity Golf team has won two consecutive state champi-
onships the past two years and won the Catholic League Championship in 
2022. Now, they did not come home with a Catholic League title in 2023, 
rather they came home with a 2nd place trophy as they fell short behind 
Toledo’s St. Ursula Academy, one of the new additions to the Catholic 
League.

“I think that there’s been pros and cons to the new additions. Now, 
WKHUH·V�PRUH�RI�D�ÀHOG�WR�SOD\�DJDLQVW�EHFDXVH�ZH�SUHYLRXVO\�RQO\�KDG�
three other teams on our side of the division,” Slankster said. “It was a 
little frustrating because we tied the school record at the Catholic League 
Championship and we still lost to a team from Ohio even though we 
would’ve won had they not been in the league.”

7KH�0HUF\�9DUVLW\�9ROOH\EDOO�WHDP�KDV�EHHQ�ÀJKWLQJ�IRU�WKH�WRS�VSRW�
in the Catholic League with Marian for the past years. Dominating the 
Catholic League and the larger state of Michigan, Mercy won the State 
Championship in 2019 followed by Marian winning the past three years 
and Mercy winning again this year. 

STORY, PHOTO AND GRAPHICS: MAURA MCSWEENEY, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Seven Mercy Athletics teams have been 
or will be affected by this change in-

cluding volleyball, cross country, golf, 
basketball, softball, lacrosse, and track 

FI

“The battle was always between Mercy and Marian in vol-
leyball. Now, you’ve introduced St. Ursula who is really good in 
volleyball a QG�ÀQLVKHG�UXQQHU�XS�LQ�'LYLVLRQ���LQ�2KLR�µ�(YR\�VDLG��´,W�
raised the competition level and added new rivalries.”

Good competition is essential to reaching success for these teams. 
Even though the Catholic League has 33 teams, that doesn’t mean that 
Mercy is playing 33 teams as there are many divisions within the league. 
This can sometimes be a downfall for bigger schools as they are either 
dominant or are avoided by other schools. 

“In volleyball, a lot of teams try to drop lower so they don’t have to 
play us,” Malinowski said. “Playing these teams gives us an edge once 
we get to the state playoffs because we’ve seen teams that we previously 
hadn’t seen before.”

This is a common theme among the seven sports teams affected by 
this change.

 “Same thing with lacrosse: It was just us, Marian, and Cranbrook 
so it was a three-team league and you were playing the same teams 2-3 
times. Now, by adding schools of those sizes, we’re able to add competi-

tion by having them come up here and play with us. 
So the biggest reason was to have more schools to 
create fairness across all the divisions,” Malinowski 
said. 
FUTURE PLANS FOR THE CATHOLIC 
LEAGUE AND BEYOND.

Consisting of 33 private schools, the Catholic 
League is the largest Catholic sports league in the 
United States. With this expansion and size of the 
league, there are bound to be questions about wheth-
er any other schools would have a chance at joining 
the league in the future. While the Catholic League 
is not actively seeking for new members, they are 
always open to the possibility of conversations with 
new schools.

“The staff of the Catholic League would have 
conversations with other potential members, but at 
the end of the day, we would present it to the Exec-
utive Athletic board and they would be the ones to 
make the decision,” Evoy said. “We are not actively 
pursuing increased membership.”

As for Mercy Athletics, there will continue to be 
discussion about travel for teams seeking more com-

petition. In order for student athletes to prepare more 
for playoffs, get more looks at recruiting, and improve 

as a team, they must have the opportunity to compete at a high level 
against competition that cannot always be found in Southeast Michi-
gan or even the state of Michigan.

“For a really long time, you could only go so far and there were 
travel restrictions, but now [MHSAA] is kinda opening those up. So 
LW·V�GHÀQLWHO\�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�,·YH�WDONHG�WR�ZLWK�FHUWDLQ�FRDFKHV�DQG�
certain sports,” Malinowski said.
A RESPONSE TO CRITICISM ABOUT THE DECISION.

The Catholic League has faced a lot of criticism surrounding this 
decision from complaints about transportation to increased competition 
despite not necessarily making the decision. There is not doubt that there 
are both pros and cons to this decision, but ultimately, many have hopes 
that it will bring a new perspective to the league.

“I know that people are upset that it’s the Detroit Catholic League 
and we have schools from Ohio joining but we also have non-Catholic 
schools in our league too,” Malinowski said. “In our faith in general, 
we’re supposed to be welcoming and that is kind of what we are doing. 

They were in a 
tough spot and 
they needed a 
league to play 
in.”

With 
change comes 
growth, but also 
challenges. The 
Catholic League 
has faced all 
of this head 
on despite the 
criticism and 
understands that 
people will need 
time to adjust.

“I think 
that part of the 
criticism comes 
from the fact 
that it is some-
thing new. And 
with change, 
there’s always 
WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�JURZWK�DQG�UHÁHFWLRQ�DQG�WKDW·V�QRW�HDV\�IRU�SHRSOH�µ�(YR\�
said. “It’s all about perspective but it’s our job to look at it from 10,000 feet up 
and look at the entire landscape, not just a particular team or school.”

Regardless of complaints and negative views, the addition of these teams 
brings the Catholic League team into a new era as it continues to be the largest 
Catholic sports league in the United States, expanding its reach into new terri-
tories. 

-XQLRU�&UHH�+ROOLHU�SUHSDUHV�WR�KLW�WKH�EDOO�RYHU�WKH�QHW�GXULQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�VHW�RI�0HUF\�9DUVLW\�9ROOH\EDOO·V�JDPH��2Q�6HSWHPEHU�����0HUF\�
Varsity Vollyeball competed against Toledo’s Notre Dame Academy and won in three sets.
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Focus: Hope partners with Mercy to make a difference
STORY AND GRAPHICS: MEGAN SULLIVAN

Focus: Hope could not have been more 
aptly named. The organization has been a 
staple of Southeastern Michigan for over 50 

years, providing service and “Hope” with a “Focus” 
on those in need of assistance. With unwavering 
determination, Focus: Hope focuses on empowering 
the Detroit community to overcome racism, 
poverty and injustice through programs including 
early learning and youth development, education, 
workforce training and food for seniors.

Focus: Hope emerged in 1968, when food 
disparities in Detroit reached critical levels. Grocers 
began sending expired and outdated food from the 
suburbs back into the city while charging even more. 
This issue, combined with excess food often being 
thrown out, turned Detroit into a food desert with 
limited high quality food for its residents.These 
leaders had a bold yet inspiring vision: to create 
a society where everyone had access to food,  no 
matter what their economic status is. 

Witnessing this growing crisis, Michigan natives de-
cided to do something about it. Under the leadership 
of Eleanor M. Josaitis and Father William T. Cunning-
ham, the organization Focus: Hope was born.

Elderly people are the main recipients of Focus: 
Hope’s work, but why are they having food issues in the 
!rst place? Many elderly people su"er from food short-
ages due to low social security bene!ts. When someone 
works a job “under the table,” or o" the record, their 
labor goes unaccounted for and thus, no taxes are paid. 
Unfortunately, this makes the social security income of 
these workers low, o#entimes too low to buy enough 
food. Another factor is that many are not in the condi-
tion to travel to the grocery store without aid, leaving 
them unable to buy groceries.

‘We are helping bridge the gap and making sure that 
they have healthy nutritious food” said Holly Mark-
iecki-Bennetts, the director of Mercy’s annual Focus: 

Hope Food Drive. 
“$e number of people that are served 

by Focus Hope food is outrageous—it’s 
astronomical. It’s over 41 thousand senior 
citizens a month. $at’s more seats than 
comerica park” said Markiecki-Bennetts.

However, Focus: Hope doesn’t stop at 
supplying food. One of the main goals of 
the organization is the opposition to eco-
nomic and racial inequalities as Focus: 
Hope was formed in revolt of the Detroit 
Riots, a period of unrest between the pre-
dominantly black neighborhoods of De-
troit and the white police o%cers. Seeing 
the rise of this violence and injustice, Fa-
ther Cunningham and Eleanor Josaitis 
created an organization not only to ad-
dress hunger, but all kinds of injustice and 
inequality, and they do this through their 
various programs serving all people.

One of these programs is the early de-
velopment program where Focus: Hope 
provides education for children starting 
DW�VL[�ZHHNV�ROG�XS�WR�¿YH�\HDUV�ROG��%\�
equipping these young learners with es-
sential skills, Focus: Hope ensures they 
are well-prepared for kindergarten and 
future education, enabling children from 
all backgrounds to thrive academically.

“It is proven that kids that are in a head-
start do better in their whole educational 
career versus the kids who don’t.” said Fo-
cus: Hope worker, Christian Harper. .

Focus: Hope’s reach doesn’t end with 
children as it extends to adults as well. 
Focus: Hope provides aid to these people 
through their several workforce train-
ing programs, classes on various !elds of 
work, equipping adults with the necessary 
skills for industries ranging from IT to tree 
trimming. 

“We help connect people with careers 
that will a"ord them to have a better fu-
ture. When they graduate the program, we 
keep in contact with them and help them 
get jobs” said Harper.

Aside from these programs, Focus: 
Hope operates through its extensive net-
work of dedicated volunteers. $ese vol-
unteers assist by collecting boxes of donat-
ed food and delivering it to those in need. 

“Volunteers come and deliver the boxes 
to homebound senior citizens, so this food 
will go right to senior citizens for their 
holiday which is pretty cool.” said Mark-
iecki-Bennetts.

Another crucial element in helping Fo-
cus: Hope continue their mission is the 
generous donors. Among the many do-
nors of Focus: Hope, Mercy is an import-
ant partner, hosting a Focus: Hope food 
drive every year. As a member of the Mer-
cy community, it is important to appreci-
ate how a seemingly small contribution 
can positively impact the lives of those in 
our own community. Mercy’s involvement 
with Focus Hope has been ongoing for 
over 20 years, demonstrating that Mercy 
has a pivotal role in putting food on thou-
sands of plates.

“When I talk to my friends at Focus: 
Hope, they have told me that we are one 
of their long standing partnerships” said 
Markiecki-Bennetts.

As time passes, the impact of Focus: 
Hope has continued to grow as more lives 
are a"ected by the generosity of founders 
and the network of volunteers which con-
tinue their message today.In the year 2021, Focus Hope distributed food 

boxes to 41,201 seniors each month. 

During the annual Senior Holiday Delivery Program, 400 volunteers contribut-
ed. In total, 1,400 holiday food boxes were !lled for local seniors in need.

Information courtesy of Focus Hope: Impact Report 2021
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The cast of Frozen takes on the Big Apple
STORY AND GRAPHICS: MICAH ROGERS

Last year, the Mercy community was brought together by a special 
DQQRXQFHPHQW��0HUF\¶V�3HUIRUPLQJ�$UWV�GHSDUWPHQW�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�¿UVW�LQ�
0LFKLJDQ�WR�SURGXFH�'LVQH\¶V�³)UR]HQ´��1RZ��WKLV�GHFODUDWLRQ�LV�¿QDOO\�
starting to come into fruition as the spring musical approaches.

“We’ve had lots of opportunities with this win,” Mercy performing arts 
teacher and “Frozen” director Mrs. Shelley Bajorek said.

Mercy was chosen to produce “Frozen” through a selective video 
application process. This process was called The United States of Frozen 
and was sponsored by Music Theatre International in collaboration with 
Disney. The company was tasked with handpicking one high school 
in every state and the territory of Puerto Rico to obtain licensing for 
“Frozen”, making Mercy one of only 51 high schools in the United States 
chosen for this opportunity. 

Naturally, such an accomplishment has opened many doors for Mercy 
performing arts. On Thanksgiving weekend, students involved in the 
musical traveled to New York City to perform live on Good Morning 
America.

“We’re going to Good Morning America to showcase what we’re 
doing,” cast member Elise Lowry said. 

The other schools selected to perform their own production of “Frozen” 
were also in attendance on GMA, whether in person or virtually. The 
various departments came together to demonstrate their collective efforts 
and broadcast their talents, giving high school theater participants around 
the country a chance in the limelight. 

“It gives a really good opportunity to not only the people singing, 
but also me and the assistant stage managers,” stage manager Hannah 
Kennedy said.

The Good Morning America atmosphere is a great example of the 
‘showbusiness’ lifestyle that many drama students are enamored by. With 
a 5 am call time, extra rehearsals and plenty of excited spectators and 
viewers, performers are thrust into the world of TV production for a day. 
7KLV�XQLTXH�RFFDVLRQ�DOORZV�VWXGHQWV�WR�VKDUH�WKH�VWDJH�ZLWK�KLJK�SUR¿OH�
names and experience the inner workings of large scale productions. 

“Meeting the other students and teachers and collaborating with them 
is going to be really exciting,” Bajorek said.

New York is known for its inspirational nature, and Mercy students 
FDQ�EHQH¿W�JUHDWO\�IURP�WKLV�RQ�WKHLU�WULS��7KH����VFKRROV�UHSUHVHQW�KRZ�
diverse the world of performing arts is, creating a forum for new ideas 
through “Frozen”. Good Morning America brought these schools together 
to intensify the community they have created through being winners of 
the United States of “Frozen” contest. Mercy will be able to use what they 
have learned from other schools while also serving as a model to other 
theater programs. 

“I gained a sense of professionalism, you have to have a sense of 
maturity to navigate New York,” Lowry said.

Overall, Mercy’s trip to New York City added an extra layer of exposure 
to their theater experiences. 

This invitation to Good Morning America unlocks an entirely new level 
of promotion, recognition, and opportunity for this outstanding theater 
department. As they continue to spread the gift of “Frozen,” this cast is 
certainly one to watch out for.

 Frozen begins showing in March and will span two weekends: March 
15th-17th and March 22nd-24th.
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U.S. of “Frozen” partici-
pants gather on the set of 
Good Morning America 
on Sunday November 26. 
Mercy, along with 50 other 
schools, were granted the 
rights to perform the stage 
production of Frozen last 
year. Due to this, they had 
the opportunity to travel to 
New York City to showcase 
their talent. Photo courtesy 
of Shelley Bajorek.
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