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Mercy Newsprint Editorial Policy:

As Mercy Newsprint staff we promise 
to keep you entertained and informed 
with accurate and unbiased information. 
Our goal is to provide timely news while 
promoting diversity and representing 
the entirety of the Mercy community. 
We encourage letters to the editors and 
any other feedback you may have. You 
may reach out to us through our email 
(newsprint@mhsmi.org), our Instagram 
(@mercy.newsprint), or through any of 
our staff members.
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Mercy Celebrating 80 Years
Since opening school doors in 1945, Mercy High 

School has strived to educate, empower, and inspire 
young women. For the past 80 years, Mercy has 

built a legacy of academic excellence along with per-
sonal growth and leadership. Many women have left 
Mercy to make a difference in the world. 

2025, the 80th anniversary of Mercy, is a celebra-
tion of the past, present and future of Mercy High 
School. 

“I think the Mercy legacy is that we focus on-
strong women lifting up other strong women,” 
Principal Patricia Sattler said. “When you look at 80 
years worth of that networking, you are able to see the 
strength of our school. That prayer and mentoring for 
one another continues to improve Mercy as a whole.”

 Throughout this school year, everyone will see the 
special 80th anniversary logo featured throughout 
the school. There will also be initiatives and events to 

mark the milestone – including sweatshirts ordered 
for all students to wear as a uniform piece and a 
grand celebration reunion in the fall. 

“I think the crew necks are super cute,” senior 
Raina Dearing said. “They’re comfortable and I 
think it goes with everything.” 

Since receiving the crew necks, the Mercy 
students enjoy wearing them with their uniform 

as an alternative to the normal school blouse and 
quarter zip. More details will be given throughout 

the school year concerning the multiple ways for stu-
dents to be involved.

The forensics team has hopes of making it to nationals on March 
23-25 taking place in Chicago with their different speeches 
such as Informative, Dramatic Duo, Declamation, Extempora-

neous Speaking, Prose and Poetry, Original Oratory, and Oral Interpre-
tation. 

Specifically, Junior Sydnei Brooks partakes in Original Oratory. To do 
an OO speech, you must formulate your own speech. making it slightly 
more difficult. She must present her speech to other people in the same 
category. Her speech was highlighting mental health within the black 
community, but also speaking on healthcare providers in relation to that. 
As a result, Brooks won 5th place at the February 1st Tournament. 

“Winning was pretty rewarding, especially since it being my first com-
petition was pretty nerve-racking so being able to win something for all 
the nervousness I felt, was pretty great,” Brooks said. 
     The path to nationals is harder than it may seem. To qualify you must 
compete in two tournaments and place in one. You also need to place top 
four at natquals in your category in order to make it to nationals. 

The forensics team agrees that it should be recgonized as more than 
just talking and speaking. Forensics is an art that should be recognized 
and appreciated. It is a way of getting your point across to others in a 
loud and meaningful way. It is passionate and inspiring. Forensic captain 
Junior Camilla Mendoza talks about her pleasure on being the captain 
and her experience with being on the forensics team. 

“Forensics has been a truly amazing and one of a kind experience, 
Mendoza said. The team has become more like a community and being 
named captain has been a true honor.”

Speaking of Forensics...

The Mercy Forensics team poses after their tournament. This event took 
place on January 25th, 2025. Photo courtesy of Harshitha Arvapalli.

STORY: PEYTON CALDWELL, SOPHOMORE REPORTER

STORY: OLIVIA LORELLI, SENIOR REPORTER
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A Mercy Mystery: 
Uncovering the tunnel system
STORY, PHOTOS, AND GRAPHICS: MEGAN SULLIVAN, DESIGN EDITOR

Mercy students walk towards the tunnel to begin their 
tour. 

The tunnel expands straight across from beneath Mercy 
High School to the Costick center. Mercy students hold phone flashlights as they explore the dark tunnels. 

for the connection between buildings, leading to 
the boarding up of the tunnels within its entrance 
from the Costick Center.

However, through E-Hall’s Mechanical Room 
1, Mercy’s entry to this secret passageway remains 
present, as do the many accompanying murmurs 
of the tunnels debated existence by Mercy stu-
dents throughout generations. 

“I first heard about them last year, at the end 
of the year. I thought they were not real,” Junior 
Alexa Dueweke said. “I thought they were fake, 
but people keep saying they are real. I don’t even 
know!” 

Although these tunnels may seem ominous 
and creepy or seen as a wild student created ru-
mor, they represent the lasting legacy of the Sisters 
of Mercy and their impact on building our school 
and school-community. 

“I found out about them my freshman year from 
one of the seniors that year who had just gotten to go 
it her senior year, but I thought they were filled up 
after that,” Senior Katie Schwab said. 

“I think it’s important because a lot of people 
might not realize that nuns used to teach here. I 
think now we don’t have any direct connection to 
nuns but I think it’s important to acknowledge that 
piece of history. “

With cell phone flashlights in hand, 
the troop of Newsprint staffers, led 
by Mr. Gary Bank,  ventured deeper 

into the darkness of the unknown. Beneath our 
very classrooms sits a relic of Mercy High School 
history, reciting stories of Mercy’s past and haunt-
ing school legend to this day: the tunnel system. 

The Mercy high school tunnel system is a mod-
ern mystery that lurks beneath the feet of many 
unknowing students. Created in 1965, the reality 
of these tunnels is less sinister than their daunting 
appearance. 

Years ago, when Mercy High School was operat-
ed largely by the Sisters who lived in the buildings 
across from school campus, the near mile long ex-
panse of grey cement and electrical wiring served 
a different purpose: to allow the sisters to travel to 
and from Mercy and their home. 

“A lot of the sisters used to commute from there 

[Sisters of Mercy Building] to the chapel here or 
to classes here at Mercy. So the tunnel was used as 
a walkway especially when the weather was bad, 
really cold or really rainy” said Facilities Director, 
Mr. Gary Bank.

Although, aside from transport the tunnels held 
various purposes as they housed the connectivity 
to provide essential utilities to the Sisters of Mercy 
building.

“Mercy High School, itself, supplied gas, elec-
tricity, hot water and other services to the Sisters 
of Mercy Building on the other side of the pond,” 
said Bank. 

Furthermore, an issue within the electrical wir-
ing which lays throughout the tunnel’s expanse 
was the cause of the school wide power outage in 
late October of 2024, closing school for three days. 

As times passed and the Sisters of Mercy stopped 
working as teachers, there was no longer a need 
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Are we overloaded by overconsumption?
STORY AND GRAPHIC: REESE KIZY, WEB EDITOR  

“I bought something yesterday, but I real-
ly need this now.” “I have to buy this, it’s 
just so cute.” Thoughts like these creep 

in each time we are out shopping, or when we are 
bargaining whether or not to keep purchasing. 
What makes us so drawn to buying clothes? Do we 
over consume? 

As students and teenage girls, we often hear the 
phrase ‘retail therapy.’ This means shopping and 
splurging on purchases for a purpose of boosting 
the buyer’s mood. When we go to the mall to buy 
clothes, are we choosing to buy things that really 
just satisfy emotional needs? Purchasing clothes 
can begin to become not just what we feel we need 
in the moment, but something that will go towards 
changing ourselves, molding into a trend from so-
cial media, or a goal of what we want ourselves to 
really be like. 

“I think a lot of teen girls buy clothes in order 
to match what celebrities and influencers are do-
ing,” freshman Sydney Wilker said. “When we buy 
what’s trending it validates our own style and gives 
us a sense of community because it is what is popu-
lar among others like us.”

In this way, consider how retail therapy doesn’t 
just mean splurging after you’ve done well on an 
exam or want to reward yourself. It can mean satis-
fying a desire to fit in and be trendy. 

“Many people feel like they have to keep buy-
ing more clothes in order to keep up with fashion 
trends because it is a big thing for us to want to stay 
in style, and trends are always changing so we have 
to kind of keep buying more in order to not fall be-
hind,” freshman Molly Prescott said. 

Overconsumption is when consumers utilize too 
much of their available goods and services to the 
point where they don’t use the purchased things 
enough, and they don’t reuse. 

“I think teen girls buy a lot of unnecessary 
things,” senior Caroline Bartlett said. “As a work-
er, it is easy to influence people into buying more 
too, especially when they have a lot of items in their 
hands already.”

Bartlett works in retail, for Garage in Twelve 
Oaks Mall. A store that is geared towards young 
women shoppers, it sees lots of seasonal trends, 
which Bartlett says are always popular among teen 
girls, especially if they are shopping at the start of 
summer, or before a big vacation. 

In preparing for an event or new season, shop-
ping is where many begin. But as seasons keep 
changing, the clothes from before grow tired, and 

shoppers look for the new styles. Stacks in closets 
of worn-once last season pieces accumulate.

“I like buying new things for when I go on vaca-
tion because it is fun to see what’s in store and what 
new things I can buy,” senior Olivia Corriveau said. 
“The clothes you get for spring break are usually 
what you wear all sum-
mer, so I don’t think it’s 
too much to get lots of 
new clothes 
e a c h 
spring.”

According 
to an article 
by Forbes mag-
azine, a survey conducted in 23 countries 
for over 114,000 young adults found that 
nearly 80% said they made at least one 
splurge purchase in the last month and 
only 42% saying they could afford that 
purchase. 

Buying clothes is so important to 
many girls that it can become ob-
sessive. It is important to not just 
buy what others are buying, slow 
down from trying to keep up with 
ever-changing clothing trends, stop 
passing time mindlessly online 
shopping, and put your finances 
first. 

“Retail therapy is 
definitely how I deal 

with stress a lot 
of the time.”
 - Keira
   McNutt    

‘25



	
Born and raised in Southfield, Michigan, Justice 
Kyra Harris Bolden made history as the not only 
the first Black woman to serve on the Michigan Su-
preme Court, but the youngest justice in its history. 
She graduated from Southfield High School, then 
Grand Valley State University in 2010, and earned 
her law degree from the University of Detroit 
Mercy in 2013. She has served as a criminal de-
fense attorney, a judge, and has also served on the 
Michigan House of Representatives. In her work, 
Kyra has focused on improving equity in the state’s 
justice system, and has been a part of several key 
rulings, including raising the minimum wage. Infor-
mation courtesy of detroitpbs.org. Photo courtesy 
of courts.michigan.gov. 

Katherine Johnson was a NASA mathema-
tician responsible for calculating the paths 

of landmark space flights. Katherine started 
out as a computer in a segregated program, 
later becoming a member of the Space Task 
Group. In 1960, she became the first wom-
an in her division to receive greetings for a 

research report, hers on calculations for orbit. 
During her career she calculated the path for 
two of John Glenn’s historic flights, and was 
part of the team that calculated for the Apollo 
11 mission. Katherine retired from NASA in 
1986, and received the Presidential Medal 

of Freedom in 2015. Information and photo 
courtesy of britannica.org.

Originally intending to be a school teacher, 
Shirley Chisholm joined the NAACP and 
later the Democratic Party club in her neigh-
borhood of Brooklyn. In 1964, she became 
the second African American woman in the 
New York State Legislature, and later, in 
1968, she became the first Black woman 
in the US Congress. There, she introduced 
more than 50 pieces of legislation, fighting 
for racial and gender equality, help for the 
poor, and ending the Vietnam War. Shirley 
fought for the Democratic Party presidential 
nomination in 1972 amidst heavy discrimi-
nation. Although she was not nominated, she 
continued to fight for change, later co-found-
ing the National Political Congress of Black 
Women. Information and photo courtesy of 
womenshistory.org. 

Though most prominently known as the wife of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr, Coretta Scott King was an activ-
ist in her own right. She appeared alongside her husband 
in fighting for civil rights and criticized the movement’s 
exclusion of women, all while supporting the family 
when her husband was away. Even after her husband’s 
death, Coretta continued her activism, openly opposing 
the Vietnam War and supporting many women’s rights 
causes. She traveled all around the world, lecturing 
on racism and economic issues. Coretta established 
the King Center to protect and advance her husband’s 
legacy, leading to MLK Day becoming a federal holi-
day. Information courtesy of womenshistory.org. Photo 
courtesy of blackpast.org. 

Ida B. Wells was a prominent 
journalist in the late 1800s who 

used her platform on many 
newspapers to speak up for 

public awareness on lynching 
and true equality in law for 

African Americans. She gained 
prominence by writing inves-
tigations on lynchings in the 
Memphis Free Speech, and 

continued using her writing to 
highlight racism and discrimi-
nation, including the pamphlet 
“The Reason Why the Colored 

American is Not in the World’s 
Columbia Exposition”, detailing 

the oppression African Americans faced in their daily lives. Wells 
also was a prominent feminist activist, founding and supporting wom-

en’s suffrage organizations such as the League of Colored Women. Infor-
mation and illustration courtesy of womenshistory.org.  

Every February the Mercy community celebrates 
the end of Black History Month with the an-
nual Black History Month Assembly put on by 

members of the Human Relations Council and Black 
Awareness Society for Education. The assembly gives 
everyone an opportunity to come together to celebrate 
Black history and learn more about different cultures. 

The Black History Month Assembly is a collabora-
tive effort between the members of HRC and BASE. 
HRC script writers and BASE board members work to 
write the script for the assembly while BASE members 
choreograph and perform the dances, and both HRC 
and BASE members perform spoken word pieces. 

“Being on HRC, we would not be able to put on the 
Black History Month Assembly without BASE,” junior 
HRC member Peyton Robinson said. “It’s a really big 
collaboration.” 

The importance of the assembly is seen through its 
impact on the community and the importance of the 
stories it shares with its attendees. 

“I think this assembly is important to the Mercy 
community because it really raises awareness to Black 
culture within Mercy, promotes diversity, and brings 
the student body together,” Robinson said.

The theme for the assembly this year is “With Her 
Hands”, a celebration of the impact Black women 
have made throughout history and modern day. The 
theme offers the school community the opportunity to 
recognize and learn more about the power of women 
and their impacts. 

“I think the message we’re hoping people take away 
from the assembly is that the labor of black women 
has shaped this country a lot more than a lot of us rec-
ognise,” senior HRC member Maggie Geraghty said. “I 
feel like today we don’t realize how many things black 
women have invented and the path they have paved 
for us, not just for black women, but for all women, 
and how big of an impact they’ve had on our country.”  

The theme of “With Her Hands” also connects to 
the environment Mercy builds around its students 
and the values and lessons taught within the Mercy 
walls. 

“I think it’s really important with Mercy, because 
our catchphrase is ‘women who make a difference’,”-
Director of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Belonging 

and HRC moderator  Mrs. Traci Smith said. “There 
have been Black women who have made a difference 
for generations. This is a great time to honor and cele-
brate them during Black History Month.”

The theme also provides the opportunity to ac-
knowledge the contributions given to society through-
out history. 

“Black people have been in this country since the 
1600s,” Smith said. “It’s so important to celebrate and 
acknowledge African Americans’ contributions to our 
culture, technology, innovations… It’s just limitless, 
the ways Black people have contributed to our soci-
ety.”

The step dance and ensemble dance performed by 
BASE members this year also illustrates the theme of 

Black women and the joy within the community and 
culture. 

“We wanted something more joyful and upbeat and 
we feel like the song we chose, “Black Parade” by Be-
yoncé, it just celebrates the joy of being Black,” Maya 
Ramjattan, HRC representative for BASE and BASE 
dance choreographer, said. 

“Black Parade” by Beyoncé contains many referenc-
es that help to further connect the assembly’s theme 
to the dance performed by BASE members. 

“I just think it has references to influential people 
in history, as well as black history,” Ramjattan said. 
“I think those little references connect to the overall 
theme of women because she mentions a lot of wom-
en who people don’t really know about. It’s just those 
little references that show that women have built what 
our country has become and all the little things that 
people don’t even know about.” 

The ensemble dance is connected to the tone of the 
assembly, as well as parts of the script, making it an 
overview of the important themes covered. 

“We have our ensemble dance, this dance has con-
temporary, hip hop, and step, especially step connects 
into the assembly because earlier in the assembly we 
explain steps origins and significance and we incor-
porate it into the dance again,” Nyaela Hakim, BASE 
President and BASE dance choreographer, said. 

The assembly is a tradition that is special to the 
Mercy community because it offers the unique experi-
ence of learning about other cultures and experiences 
from an educational environment, giving students the 
opportunity to learn more about their fellow Mercy 
sisters. 

“I think it’s just important to expand your perspec-
tives and get out of your own realm, your own little 
bubble and learn about other people’s experiences,” 
Geraghty said. 

HRC and BASE members want people to learn an-
other piece of the American story through the Black 
History Month Assembly. 

“The whole assembly doesn’t have a somber tone, 
it’s all about what Black people, Black women specif-
ically, have done and it’s a celebration,” Hakim said. 

“Black 
history is 
American 
history.” 
-Mrs. Traci 
Smith 

With Her Hands: 
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Month Assembly
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