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The 2024 Presidential Election is upon us
STORY AND GRAPHICS: HELENA NAJAR, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

I W¶V�������ZKLFK�PHDQV�LW�LV�RI¿FLDOO\�DQ�HOHFWLRQ�
\HDU�� (OHFWLRQV�� HVSHFLDOO\� WKH� SUHVLGHQWLDO�
HOHFWLRQ�� DUH� VRPH� RI� WKH� PRVW� VLJQL¿FDQW� SDUWV�

RI�SROLWLFV�WRGD\�
³(OHFWLRQV� DUH� LPSRUWDQW�� <RX� KDYH� WKH� DELOLW\� WR�

FKDQJH� WKH� FRXUVH� RI� ZKHUH� ZH¶UH� JRLQJ� ZLWK� SROLF\��
DQG�WKHUH�DUH�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�GLUHFWLRQV�WKH�FRXQWU\�FRXOG�
go in depending on who wins,” AP Government teacher 
0V��&LQG\�5LFKWHU�VDLG��

The primaries are what lead up to the general election 
that will take place on November 5. The primaries are 
H[WUHPHO\�LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�FRXUVH�
of the rest of the election.

“The primaries give us our candidates, so whoever 
ZLQV�WKH�PRVW�GHOHJDWHV�>IURP�HDFK�SDUW\@�JR�RQ�WR�EH�
the two candidates,” Richter said. 

After months of campaigning, ads and self promotion, 
WKH�SUHVLGHQWLDO�FDQGLGDWHV�ZLOO�¿QDOO\�VHH�LI�WKHLU�ZRUN�
thus far has paid off during the primaries. 

The importance of the Iowa Caucus
7KH� ,RZD�5HSXEOLFDQ�&DXFXV� LV�ZKDW� DOZD\V�NLFNV�

off the election, and 2024 was no different. 
³$�ORW�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�>WKH�,RZD�&DXFXV@�´�5LFKWHU�

VDLG��³,I�\RX� ORRN�DW��KLVWRULFDOO\��SRWHQWLDO�FDQGLGDWHV�
who don’t do well in it, it’s make it or break for them.” 

Oftentimes, this singular caucus can determine the 
future of a candidate’s campaign. 

³,I� >D� FDQGLGDWH@�GRHVQ¶W� JHW� D� VLJQL¿FDQW� VKRZLQJ��
WKHQ�WKH\�PLJKW�ORVH�IXQGLQJ�DQG�WKH\�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�ORVH�
backers,” Richter said. 

$QG� EHFDXVH� WKH� ,RZD� &DXFXV� LV� WKH� ¿UVW� SULPDU\�
GXULQJ�DQ�HOHFWLRQ�\HDU��PDQ\�FDQGLGDWHV�IRFXV�D�ORW�RI�
their campaigning toward it. Voters can learn a lot from 
this caucus so it is important for candidates to do well 
during it. 

³,W� NLFNV� HYHU\WKLQJ� RII� DQG� VKLQHV� OLJKW� RQ� WKH�

candidates from the get go,” Richter said. 
7KH� ,RZD� &DXFXV¶� UHVXOWV� UHÀHFWHG� D� ORW� RI� WKH�

SUHGLFWLRQV� SROLWLFDO� DQDO\VWV� PDGH�� )RUPHU� 3UHVLGHQW�
Donald Trump came out on top with 56,260 votes and 
20 bound delegates. He had over 30,000 more votes 
WKDQ� UXQQHU�XS�� )ORULGD� JRYHUQRU� 5RQ� 'H6DQWLV� ZKR�
KDG��������YRWHV�DQG���ERXQG�GHOHJDWHV��)RUPHU�6RXWK�
&DUROLQD�JRYHUQRU��1LNNL�+DOH\��ZDV�EHKLQG�'H6DQWLV�
with 21,085 votes and 8 bound delegates. 

Out of the major candidates in the Republican 
UDFH�� 9LYHN� 5DPDVZDP\� KDG� WKH� PRVW� GLVDSSRLQWLQJ�
SHUIRUPDQFH�DW�WKH�,RZD�&DXFXV��5DPDVZDP\�¿QLVKHG�
IRXUWK� DQG� RQO\� UHFHLYHG� ������ YRWHV� DQG� �� ERXQG�
GHOHJDWHV�� )ROORZLQJ� WKH� FDXFXV�� RQ� -DQXDU\� ����
5DPDVZDP\� GURSSHG� RXW� RI� WKH� SUHVLGHQWLDO� HOHFWLRQ�
and endorsed Donald Trump.  

The Iowa Caucus acts as a baseline for the rest of 
WKH�HOHFWLRQ�DQG�5DPDVZDP\¶V�GURS�RXW�DIWHU�UHFHLYLQJ�
underwhelming results further proves this. 

5HVXOWV� IRU� WKH� ,RZD� 'HPRFUDWLF� SULPDU\� DUH�
expected on March 5. 

The changes to the 2024 New 
Hampshire Primaries

7KH�1HZ�+DPSVKLUH�3ULPDU\�KDSSHQHG�VKRUWO\�DIWHU�
WKH�,RZD�&DXFXV��,W�ZDV�KHOG�RQ�-DQXDU\�����DQG�GHVSLWH�
FKDQJHV�WR�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�SULPDU\��LW�ZHQW�VPRRWKO\�
DQG�GHOLYHUHG�IDLUO\�SUHGLFWDEOH�UHVXOWV��

(DUOLHU� WKLV�\HDU�� LW�ZDV�GHFLGHG�E\� WKH�'HPRFUDWLF�
1DWLRQDO�&RQYHQWLRQ�WKDW�DQ\RQH�ZKR�UXQV�LQ�WKH�-DQXDU\�
'HPRFUDWLF� SULPDU\� ZRQ¶W� EH� DZDUGHG� GHOHJDWHV� E\�
WKHP��%HFDXVH�RI�WKLV��LW�ZDV�GHFLGHG�WKDW�3UHVLGHQW�-RH�
Biden would not appear on the New Hampshire ballot 
DQG�FRXOG�RQO\�EH�YRWHG�IRU�DV�D�ZULWH�LQ�FDQGLGDWH��

3UHVLGHQW� -RH� %LGHQ� DOVR� GLG� QRW� KHDYLO\� IRFXV� RQ�
1HZ�+DPSVKLUH�OHDGLQJ�WR�WKH�SULPDU\��

“There was something going on with the Democratic 

SDUW\�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�-RH�%LGHQ¶V�QDPH�GLGQ¶W�HQG�XS�RQ�
the ballot,” Richter said. “As a write-in candidate, he 
got more than 64% of the votes.” 

7KH�5HSXEOLFDQ�VLGH�RI�WKH�1HZ�+DPSVKLUH�SULPDU\�
was also interesting but for different reasons. On the 
GD\�EHIRUH�WKH�SULPDU\��)ORULGD�*RYHUQRU�5RQ�'H6DQWLV�
dropped out of the 2024 presidential race and endorsed 
Donald Trump. 

“Ron DeSantis dropped out before New Hampshire, 
VR�LW�MXVW�FDPH�GRZQ�WR�7UXPS�DQG�+DOH\�´�5LFKWHU�VDLG��

There were also changes on the voter side of the 
SULPDU\��

“There were independents or left-leaning 
independents that decided to register for the Republican 
SDUW\�VR�WKDW�WKH\�FRXOG�YRWH�LQ�WKH�5HSXEOLFDQ�SULPDU\�
LQ� KRSHV� RI� JHWWLQJ� +DOH\� PRUH� YRWHV�´� 5LFKWHU� VDLG��
³,¶P�VXUH�WKDW�KDV�KDSSHQHG�EHIRUH��EXW�WKLV�\HDU��LW�ZDV�
in the spotlight.” 

Donald Trump did end up winning the New 
+DPSVKLUH�5HSXEOLFDQ�SULPDU\�ZLWK���������YRWHV�DQG�
���ERXQG�GHOHJDWHV��1LNNL�+DOH\�FDPH�LQ�VHFRQG�ZLWK�
140,288 votes and 9 bound delegates.

South Carolina and the remaining 
primaries 

7KH�6RXWK�&DUROLQD�'HPRFUDWLF�SULPDU\�WRRN�SODFH�
RQ�)HEUXDU\����3UHVLGHQW�-RH�%LGHQ�ZRQ�LQ�D�ODQGVOLGH�
with 126,321 votes and 55 bound delegates. These 
FXUUHQW� QXPEHUV� KDYH� DOPRVW� FRPSOHWHO\� VHFXUHG� KLP�
as the Democratic nominee in the general election. 

The Nevada Republican and Democratic primaries 
are coming up next, and following that, South Carolina 
ZLOO�KROG� WKHLU�5HSXEOLFDQ�SULPDU\�DQG�0LFKLJDQ�ZLOO�
hold their primaries for both parties. 

Data from The New York Times
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The Oscars Ð one of the most prestigious 
and highly anticipated !lm award cere-
monies Ð dates all the way back to 1929, 

when the !rst Academy Awards presentation was 
held at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel. Since 
then, there have been a series of unexpected and 
exciting moments. "e recent nomination of 
ÒKillers of the Flower MoonÓ actress Lily Glad-
stone could pave the way to historic win as the 
!rst ever Native American actress to be nominat-
ed for Best Actress. GladstoneÕs performance has 
millions of fans across the globe rooting for her 
future success.

Nonetheless, these prestigious award shows 
wouldnÕt exist if it werenÕt for old Hollywood. 
"anks to the decades of Hollywood evolution, 
many award shows now exist for both !lm and 
music: the Oscars, Golden Globes, EmmyÕs, 
GrammyÕs, VMAs, and so many more. 

ÒI think that Hollywood has de!nitely been 
modernized over time,Ó senior Sophia Wilker 
said. 

It all stemmed from the 1920Õs, when people 
were able to watch !lms in color for the very !rst 

time, or when they visited Dolby "eater, and the 
popularity of Audrey Hepburn. Old Hollywood 
brought new music, movies and the latest fash-
ion. Mentioned earlier, the !rst award show took 
place on May 16, 1929. It was a private dinner 
function at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, 
where roughly 270 people attended. Among them 
were Hollywood stars like Janet Gaynor, who 
won Best Actress. Now, in 2024, Lily Gladstone 
is nominated for that same award, 95 years later.  
Being nominated for an Oscar in 1929 was grand, 
as Hollywood was starting to become a more 
prominent factor in America. Being nominated 
for one now is even bigger due to the inclusion 
and diversity that is being represented. 

However, as the recent 2024 Oscar nomina-
tions came out, they provided a lot of disappoint-
ment from fans and also from cast and crew of 
2023Õs best movies. Ryan Gosling, who played 
Ken in ÒBarbieÓ, received a nomination for Best 
Supporting Actor, while Margot Robbie, who 
played Barbie, did not receive a nomination for 
Best Actress. Fans were also outraged because 
Greta Gerwig, the director of the !lm, did not 

receive a nomination for Best Directing. 
ÒHonestly, I think that it was wrong how Mar-

got Robbie didnÕt even get nominated for playing 
Barbie in the Barbie movie,Ó freshman Campbell 
Shore said. 

Both women are prominent !gures in todayÕs 
world. Robbie as one of the best actors of her gen-
eration and Gerwig as a female director with the 
highest grossing !lm directed by a woman. 

However, because neither received any nom-
inations, people believed this just proved the 
movieÕs point: you could work endlessly and still 
be ignored as a woman. Until then, everyone 
anticipates a change to future award nominations 
to include a wider variety of talented women 
like Robbie and Gerwig. Regardless, ÒBarbieÓ hit 
home for many girls and women, and is to be 
passed down generations to come. With the 2024 
Oscars only a month away, we anxiously await 
who will take home the most prestigious award of 
the year. 

"e Golden Globes

"e Oscars 
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HOSA members pose at a Regional Competition. 
!is event took place in December 2023 where many 
students placed as "nalists. Photo courtesy of Mrs. Lisa 
Wilson.

Quiz Bowl members wait to competete at a Nation-
al Competition. !is event took place in Dember 
2023. Photo courtesy of Mrs. Lauren Marquard.
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