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Politics become entertainment for Americans

STORY, PHOTO AND GRAPHICS: MAURA MCSWEENEY, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

ake a look around when you are at the store,

in school or even in the car. What are you

often listening to, watching or reading? The
news. As Americans, we are constantly bombarded with
stories about pop culture, entertainment, environment
and politics. Throughout the past decades, the media
has notably played a significant role in politics, shaping
how Americans view the government and political
figures. Now, whether this can be a good or bad thing, is
a debate that could go on for a long time, however, most
people can agree that political figures are portrayed a
certain way in the media that is controversial.

From mocking a President’s personal life to making
up nicknames for representatives, politicians have
become a source of entertainment to the American
public that, arguably, has taken away the focus from
what their actual job is and what is getting done in the
branches of government, whether that is on the state or
federal level.

“I have noticed in the news how it can be more
entertaining rather than informative,” senior Sophia
Ivezaj said.

While the media’s job should be first and foremost
presenting their viewers with true, unbiased information,
these media outlets are also companies looking to make
money. While some may not admit it, it is not a fact
that can be overlooked when it comes to determining
biases and what information they present. Once you
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“Those who
have had a chance
for four years and
could not produce peace,
should not be given
another chance.

Richard Nixon
October 9th, 1968
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get viewers, you want to keep them, which may mean
presenting information in a way the viewer wants to
hear it. This presents some issues.

“Technology and social media has increased the
place you can get information, whether right or wrong,
which in turn affects how people vote,” AP Government
teacher Ms. Cindy Richter said.

With that being said, many viewers who are looking
for the unbiased, less aggressive news channel turn
to local news outlets who tend to present information
very relevant to local communities. These news outlets
still take what information they present citizens with
seriously. From talking to their legal and corporate
teams to making sure to reach out to both sides of
the story, local news reporters put in effort to present
quality news.

“Sometimes when I have to watch current events for
AP Government, I’ll turn on the local news because it is
little less crazy and out there,” Ivezaj said.

This rising problem is not only the fault of the
news, but also how technology has changed the way
elections work. Quite often, you might hear about
a representative who said something outrageous or a
“fight” that occurred on the Senate floor. Oftentimes,
these individuals are not actually the way they portray
themselves, rather they act in ways that will attract
media and voter attention in hopes of securing the vote.

“At some point in history, we went from party

This is a Time to
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backed campaign while now it is more based on the
candidate individually,” Richter said “Partly, because
we don’t strongly identify with parties all the time so
we look toward the candidate, and then the candidate
wants to appeal to more people.”

Technology has opened up doors for representatives
to connect with their constituents, but unfortunately
this is often not the case. Transparency is not a common
theme and it can appear as a game show or competition
for who can accrue the most attention.

“It’s become more entertaining, and coupled with
technology, they can get their message out there,”
Richter said. “You’ll see candidates go on SNL or other
various ways besides the tradition news channel.”

With the rise and advancement of technology, it is
also true that finding clear, truthful information about
the government may be easier, but people must search
for this information, an effort not many are willing to
embark on.

Now, how does this affect Mercy students? Well, it
is no secret that Mercy students are affluent in the ways
of Instagram, TikTok, Snapchat and more, and these
are beginning to be platforms news outlets are using to
get fast news out there. Whichever platform students
choose to get their information from, it is important to
be aware of how the media is framing information and
shifting your own biases, highlighting the need to view
all sides of the story before forming an opinion.
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Opinion: A TikTok ban threatens the rights of Americans

STORY AND GRAPHIC: HELENA NAJAR, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

In the early days of the internet there was

MySpace, then came apps like Facebook,
Tumblr and Twitter (X). However, none of these apps
even compare to the phenomenon that is TikTok.

TikTok first surfaced in China in 2016 but quickly
made its way to the rest of the world in a few years. In
2018, TikTok became available in The United States and
was quickly the most downloaded app in the country.
With elements of Vine, Musically and Instagram all
rolled into one it was no surprise that everybody was
obsessed with TikTok.

The popularity of the app only continued to grow
when the Covid-19 pandemic struck in 2020 and
everyone was confined to their homes with nothing
to do but scroll through TikTok and make their own
videos. Now, there are over 150 million TikTok users in
the U.S. alone and over 1.5 billion worldwide.

This, however, might change soon. The Protecting
Americans from Foreign Adversary Controlled
Applications Act, more widely known as the “TikTok
Ban Bill” was introduced by Wisconsin Representative
Mike Gallagher in March of 2023.

The bill, brought by Representative Gallagher targets
not TikTok itself but its parent company ByteDance.
ByteDance is the Chinese technology company that
developed and distributed TikTok to the general public.
Because ByteDance is a Chinese company, Congress
claims that TikTok could be a threat to national security.

“The big issue for TikTok from a national security
perspective is about the vast amount of information
that the platform is able to collect about people and
specifically the fact that because of its ownership
there’s a direct line to the People’s Republic of China,
which in the geopolitics of today is a deeply concerning
issue,” Arati Prabhakar, the White House Director of
Science and Technology Policy, said.

The bill proposes a full TikTok ban in America if
the Chinese company, ByteDance, does not sell to a
United States based business. They claim that selling
to an American company would eliminate the national
security threat that TikTok currently poses.

“This bill prohibits distributing, maintaining,
or providing internet hosting services for a foreign
adversary controlled application (e.g., TikTok).
However, the prohibition does not apply to a covered
application that executes a qualified divestiture
as determined by the President,” an author for the
Congressional Research Service said.

The House of Representatives first approved the
“sell or be banned” bill on March 13 but on April 20
it was passed again but under different circumstances.
This time, the TikTok related bill was attached to a
sweeping foreign aid bill providing support for Ukraine
and Israel. Considering the U.S. has strong relationships
with both of the aforementioned countries, it was almost
guaranteed that the bill would be passed in the house
which was a calculated strategy made by the politicians
involved. The bill that was passed on April 20 requires
ByteDance to sell the app to an American owned
company within the next year or face a nationwide ban
in the U.S.

S ocial media has been around for a long time.

On April 23, the Senate passed the foreign aid/TikTok
ban bill meaning that the bill will now make its way to
President Joe Biden. On March 8, the President stated
that if a bill proposing a ban on TikTok was passed he
would sign the bill. Now, with the bill’s attachment to
a foreign aid proposal there is a high possibility that he
will do just that.

Now that the possibility of TikTok being taken
off our phones, it is important for us to ask ourselves
why. Why does the government so desperately want to
take away an app that so many people enjoy? Why do
representatives who have TikTok accounts themselves
want to get rid of it? Why do the politicians speaking
on behalf of us continue to ignore what we want? And
most importantly, are there undercover motives for this
possible ban on TikTok that they aren’t telling us?

The truth is I personally do not think that the
government actually cares that much about our
information being stolen. In 2021, Meta (an American
company) leaked the personal data of over 533 million
Facebook users but the app is still up and running
as if nothing happened. I have to admit, I find it
extremely coincidental that government officials only
seem to care about the privacy of their citizens when
it comes to a foreign company, like ByteDance. Other
congresspeople have claimed that ByteDance was
using TikTok as a tool to spread Chinese communist
propaganda. This, however, has never actually been
proven and considering that the CEO of TikTok, Shou
Zi Chew, is not even Chinese himself, I find it hard to
believe that this is TikTok’s ulterior motive.

Congress is not only exposing their hypocrisy but
they are also exposing their attempts to control the
American public. For many people, TikTok is more
than just a silly app for dance and comedy videos. It can
act as a source of income, a means of advertisement for
small businesses or even as a free source of information
and news.

In my opinion, I find it extremely suspicious that the
U.S. government so desperately wants to ban an app that
provides people with important, unbiased information.
Because TikTok is owned and operated by a non-
American company, the U.S. government is unable to
regulate what is shown on the app. This means that
U.S. citizens have access to information and opinions
that may be critical of the American government and
political system.

TikTok also gives many people a public platform to
share their opinions on modern day issues in America
and around the world. TikTok allows people to speak
about the U.S. government completely unregulated
so Congress trying to ban it unless it is sold to an
American company seems problematic. In my opinion,
this potential ban seems to be an infringement on the
Ist amendment right to free speech. The bill not only
affects free speech, but because people also share news
and news companies have TikTok accounts to spread
information on, it could also be argued that the bill
tramples on the freedom of the press.

“It is unfortunate that the House of Representatives
is using the cover of important foreign and humanitarian
assistance to once again jam through a ban bill that

would trample the free speech rights of 170 million
Americans,” TikTok spokesman Alex Haure said.

According to Josh Hogarth from Exploding Topics,
47.4% of TikTok users in the U.S. are under 30 years of
age. In fact, the majority of TikTok users are aged 18 to
24 and are part of Generation Z. The average age of a
person in Congress is 58 years old which is more than
double the age of the average American TikTok user.
In my opinion, the fact that a Congress that is so much
older than the average TikTok user base is trying to ban
the app is extremely problematic and seems to be yet
another example of the government trying to silence the
voices of young people.

The ultimatum that Congress has presented to TikTok
is also problematic for a multitude of other reasons.
TikTok is worth over 50 billion dollars so if ByteDance
was to sell to an American company the only ones that
would be able to afford it would be big tech companies
like Meta, Google or Amazon. This is a problem in
and of itself. The previously mentioned companies
are already worth billions of dollars so if one of them
were to obtain another multi billion dollar business
the American companies could become monopolistic
which would violate Sherman Antitrust Laws.

ByteDance selling to an American company would
also inherently change the app completely. It seems
that Congress keeps forgetting that U.S. citizens are
not the only people who use the app. While it is true
that U.S. citizens make up a majority of TikTok users,
there are still hundreds of millions of users in the rest
of the world. If ByteDance was to sell to an American
buyer it would affect every user, even those outside of
the U.S. This fact almost makes it seem like the U.S.
government wants to control people in other countries.

Suffice it to say, the bill that could potentially ban
TikTok is problematic in more ways than one. In my
opinion, there are much more important issues that the
government should be focused on but instead they have
decided to spend their time attempting to ban an app
that they have no proof is actually harming the U.S.
population. The United States of America is supposed
to be the land of the free and I believe the government
has a duty to uphold that sentiment, even if that means
letting the public have TikTok.

WHO FAVORS A TIKTOK
BAN BASED ON AGE?

AGES 18-24 39%

AGES 30-44 55%
AGES 45-64

65%

AGES 65+ 83%

DATA COURTESY OF CBS NEWS
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Pro/Con: veganism and vegetarianism impacting environment

STORY AND GRAPHICS: TESS O’ DONNELL

energy, and planting more trees in our local communities. Although all of these initiatives are important becoming someone who abstains from
consuming or using certain animal products, known as being a vegan or vegetarian, is a very popular answer to the “help the Earth” question.
Being vegan or vegetarian has its positives and negatives and becoming informed about these certain effects is a crucial step. Once you gather all the

! pril is Earth Month! When we think of ways to help the planet, many thoughts may cross our mind: recycling more often, composting, using less

facts and information then you can make an educated choice about going vegan or vegetarian.

PRO: The diet helps the environment and yourself

|CON: The diet does more harm than good

here are many reasons that

I someone may choose to go

vegan or vegetarian and all of

them are equally important, it just

depends on who you are. Health is

one of the biggest reasons that people

may choose a lifestyle that includes
abstaining from animal products.

Eating no products produced
from animals can help with weight
loss, reduce risk for certain diseases,
such as coronary heart disease
(CDC),cancer and avoiding excessive
calories (acc.org). Eating meat is not
the only way to consume protein;
many sources of protein that have
nothing to do with eating animals
including beans, lentils and soy
products (beaconhealthsystem.org).

“I think that one of the benefits of
being vegetarian is that it’s healthy,”
junior Anna Melton, who was
vegetarian for 8 months, said. “Meat,
and the stuff that America puts into
our meat, is not that great actually and
there are other ways to get protein that
don’t have to do with eating meat.”

Concern for the environment plays
a major role in many decisions to go
vegan or vegetarian.

Continuing to consume meat,
in turn, contributes to the global
livestock industry, which doesn’t have
a very positive track record with the
environment. It has been found that
the global livestock industry uses the
Earth’s resources in a harmful way by
destroying forests and grasslands in
order to build more slaughter houses,
along with polluting the environment
with runoff of fertilizer and animal
waste.

The meat industry also has a
significant impact on global warming,
the rapid increase in Earth’s surface
temperature due to the accumulation
of greenhouse gasses in the
atmosphere that reduce earth’s ability
to support life.

Livestock productions produce a
high percentage of greenhouse gas
emissions and methane gas emissions

worldwide (woods.stanford.edu).

Choosing to go vegan or vegetarian
also reduces the slaughter animals
that produce meat. According to the
Food and Agriculture Organization
it is estimated that 92.2 billion land
animals are slaughtered annually in
the global food system. These animals
are essentially tortured before their
death, facing inhumane treatment and
suffering in their living conditions.

“Being vegan or vegetarian reduces
a lot of methane gasses from being
released into the environment from
all the slaughter houses, especially
in regards to cows,” senior Animal
Rights leader Audrey Guyot said.
“Also it prevents any endangerment
or torture of said animals or plants
which can reforestations that have
deforestations.”

Being Vegan or Vegetarian can lead
to many benefits, not just for yourself

n the spirit of education we
Ineed to dive deeper into the

misunderstanding of what it truly
means to be a vegan or vegetarian and
how certain factors can affect your life.

Not all plant- based diets are the
same and not all of them are equally
healthy. If you choose to go vegan or
vegetarian and then simply cut out
your sufficient protein source without
working to rebalance your diet, then
you are going to be in trouble. If
you abstain from consuming animal
products protein is not the only
important nutrient your body could be
lacking.

Without proper research and a
balanced diet, there is a high chance
that someone who 1is vegan or
vegetarian could be consuming a diet
that is poor in important nutrients
including calcium, iron, and zinc (acc.

org).

but the world as a whole.
Having positive
health effects, decreasing
greenhouse gas emissions
and advocating with action

for the more humane
treatment of animals in
slaughterhouses, going

Vegan or Vegetarian can
sound appealing to anyone
who educates themselves
on its positive attributes.
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Certain plant- based
foods could also have
high amounts of high-
fructose corn  syrup,
artificial sweeteners,
or salt— all of which
contribute to an increase
in certain diseases.

“Being a vegetarian
made me iron deficient
and unhealthy,”
freshman Joy Seabolt,
who has been vegetarian

for 2 years, said. “Since

I didn’t eat any meat and I'm a really
picky eater, I didn’t get any iron and I
didn’t get proper nutrition and it made
me feel sick.”

The effects of being vegan or
vegetarian can potentially have great
negative effects on your health and
certain nutrient levels.

Although many people choose to go
vegan or vegetarian because of worry
for the environment, there is a high
chance that a plant based diet may still
be harmful to the planet.

If someone is not eating organic
plant based foods then they are most
likely still contributing to the growing
stress the food industry is putting on the
environment. Inorganic plant growth
may use many pesticides in an attempt
to control rapid growing weeds in the
area, prevent insect infestation and
diseases (epa.gov). Different pesticides
used in inorganic agriculture have very
negative effects on the environment,
including contaminating the soil,
creating toxic runoff, causing harm to
nearby vegetation, and pesticides can
be toxic to other organisms living in
the area (ncbi.nlm.nih.gov).

“Unless you are growing your own
plant based products or you are eating
purely, pure organic foods, you’re not
helping the environment because the
pesticides that are in all of the fruits
and vegetables that they are probably
consuming are killing the earth and
the insects and the butterflies and the
bugs you need to sustain a healthy
ecosystem,” Mercy nutrition and
health sciences teacher Mrs. Adrianna
Horvath said.

With an increase in the consumption
of foods made with the use of damaging
pesticides, there is an increase in
the damage to the environment. It’s
important to fully educate yourself on
your lifestyle choices and how they
will affect you and the environment
because what is commonly believed
due to misinformation and mainstream
media is not always true.
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What’s the deal with FAFSA?

STORY AND GRAPHICS: REESE KIZY

eep in the minds of many of your class of 2024 classmates, lies the be completely back to normal by the time the class of 2025 starts applications.
D impatient, blatant worry about their financial aid for school next year. “For future students, I would say you definitely have to be prepared to be patient.
FAFSA- the Free Application for Federal Student Aid— is a nationwide It can be out of your hands at times,” Gouin said.
application for students seeking financial help for college. Why is it causing so much
agony this year?

Senior Miles Gouin knows all about the hassle with FAFSA.

“I have really struggled with all of the glitches in the website,” Gouin said.
“Making sure the form itself was actually turned in was hard because sometimes it
would ask for things, like a signature, but it would never actually let you submit the
signature.”

‘Frustrating’ seems to be the number one complaint about FAFSA amidst seniors.
While the website is usually supposed to help ease the stress of incoming college
freshmen, this year, it has only raised stress levels.

“The website was easy to navigate, all the steps were straight-forward, which I
liked,” Gouin said. “But, I could kind of tell that the website was rushed into being
released, which is probably where the glitches and incorrect aspects of it came from.”

Financial aid is a huge factor into college planning for many Mercy students. The
delays and ongoing struggles with FAFSA have caused delays in decisions about
next year.

“The glitches with FAFSA definitely made me decide where I was going a lot
later,” Gouin said. “I had to keep waiting to see what my financial situation would
be for each school I wanted to go to, based on what my FAFSA results said. It sort of
became a gamble and I had to estimate whether or not I could afford certain schools.”

It is hard to tell when FAFSA will be remedied. Thankfully, many seniors have
passed their era of having to fill out the form. Yet, that is not to say that FAFSA will

Mrs. Holly Markiecki-Bennetts completed certification classes to become a certified FAFSA specialist through the Michigan College Access Network. She answered all
that there is to know about FAFSA in general, and throughout the 2023-24 school year.

Why is FAFSA hard for students to complete this year?

“Two years ago, FAFSA made a change to their website, in order to simplify the process. Before, the form was very long, so they wanted to make it more user friendly.
Unfortunately, the tech behind it and all the work done did not go as seamlessly as they had hoped, so all the problems that occurred when it was launched prematurely
were not anticipated,” Bennetts said. “There was no test phase. But, interestingly, there is a federal law that FAFSA has to come out by January 1st. Had they had maybe
another month, there may not have been as many problems and bugs, but, by law, they had to release the website.”

What are the typical benefits of FAFSA?

1. “Some colleges have scholarships— even if you don’t qualify for any other financial aid— just based on the fact that you filled out the FAFSA,” Bennetts said.

FAFSA is nationwide, and although it does not include all scholarships that a student can receive, it is the primary beginning of a student’s journey to receiving aid.

2. “The state of Michigan drastically retooled their scholarship program, so now, the qualification for the Michigan Achievement Scholarship is graduation completion
and completion of the FAFSA,” Bennetts said.

The Michigan Achievement scholarship is designed to benefit 4 out of every 5 households in Michigan, and it is a scholarship based on household income. A student
must have their student aid index in the $30,000 or less range. The scholarship has a career training program and its eligibility is $27,000 over 5 years, only based on a
completed and submitted FAFSA form.

3. “FAFSA is required in order to be eligible for other merit or need based scholarships,” Bennetts said.

Scholarships from the university that are given after any federal money is taken out are called Last Dollar. Some Last Dollar scholarships are only available after
FAFSA is filled out.

4. “When applying for outside scholarships, it is typical that the school’s advancement office will want to see the filled out FAFSA,” Bennetts said.

The Student Aid report is what schools see after a completed FAFSA is filed. That can be helpful and admirable for schools to see because it shows how much they think
you can afford, which will ultimately decipher a student’s tuition more precisely.

How does FAFSA decide between grants and scholarships?

“A decision like that all comes down to the student aid index,” Bennetts said.

The FAFSA unlocks work study, which assists jobs on campus that the government pays the wage for, and the Pell grant. It may also give access to a competitive
grant through your state, and student loans: both subsidized and unsubsidized loans. A subsidized loan has the government pay interest while the student is in college. An
unsubsidized loan accumulates the interest while the student is in college.

“Based on these aspects, universities will award other types of aid that could be either a grant or a scholarship,” Bennetts said. “Other grants and scholarships can be
given without the FAFSA being submitted.”

How many students use FAFSA?

“Our numbers of FAFSA users are down this year. For the whole state of Michigan, FAFSA submissions are down by 26%,” Bennetts said. “Last year at this time, Mercy
had 105 FAFSA submissions completed, and this year, there are only 73 completed.”

In proportion to class sizes, last year at this time, 67% of students have completed FAFSA, while this year, only 52% of students have completed it. Every Mercy student
is required to have a federal student aid ID, but not all students need to have the form completed.

“Once FAFSA has fully worked out their kinks, the changes made to the website will definitely be for the better. One of the best parts about their reworking of the
website is that now it is more student focused. Students can better understand it, which makes it easier for counselors and parents as well,” Bennetts said.
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Standardized

STORY AND GRAPHIC: ZAARA AHMED

The constant debate surrounding whether or not
standardized tests truly gauge someone’s potential
is an argument that has been around for a long time.
Standardized tests like the SAT and ACT can sometimes
be the deciding factor for certain students when getting
admitted into colleges, which is exactly what seems to
cause dispute.

One of the most prominent standardized tests of
today is the SAT. Administered by the College Board,
the SAT was created in 1926 by American professor
Carl Bingham. The SAT is most commonly taken
during a student’s junior year of high school, right
before applying to colleges.

According to the Princeton Review, the main
purpose of the SAT is to measure a high school student’s
readiness for college in an effective way. The test is
lengthy and can take up to four hours when opting for
writing the essay.

Similarly, the ACT is another notable standardized
test. Introduced in 1959, the ACT was founded by
Everett Franklin and Ted McCarrel and was created to
serve as a competitor to the SAT. Students are eligible
to submit either their SAT or ACT scores to colleges
when applying.

The big question is are standardized tests like the
SAT and ACT fair? As of right now, standardized
tests are the most efficient and structured way to test

students’ abilities. Standardized tests offer a common

data point that can be used to compare all students.
Il B B =B =E = =

tests: helpful or harmful?

One of the major reasons as to why standardized
tests are needed is because they are arguably one of
the only ways to truly gauge a student’s achievement.
Certain test scores can be used to validate or discredit
parts of a high schooler’s application.

“I think that standardized tests are effective because
they are able to test a student’s ability to retain the
information they learned over the course of high
school. Without standardized testing, colleges wouldn’t
be able to truly judge a student’s learning abilities,”
junior Eleanor Brook said.

However, some argue that standardized tests can
sometimes be unfair because they don’t accurately
measure a student’s learning and growth. It is contended
that standardized testing is impartial and rational.

“Personally, 1 don’t like the idea of standardized
tests,” junior Grace Loeher said. “I don’t think that they
don’t properly reflect a person’s potential. Some people
are simply just not good test takers and that shouldn’t
be something that is used against them.”

One of the most common reasons as to why people

Based on survey results from 20 Mercy students

Neutral

For standardized testing
33.3%

~

Against standardized testing
52.4%

disagree with the idea of standardized testing is
because of their limited scope. While the SAT and ACT
test students on subjects such as math and English,
they neglect testing other aspects of education, such as
creativity and practical skills.

“I think that sometimes standardized tests like the
SAT and ACT can be a good thing because they give
you the opportunity to prepare for college,” junior Mia
Bruno said. “However, I also believe that they can
be tiresome to take and don’t express someone’s full
potential.”

Furthermore, reasearch shows that standardized
testing results have direct correlation with socio-
economic statuses. Some students have access to private
school education and private tutoring lessons, while
others only have access to public school education with
no means of getting extra tutoring. This gives certain
students an advantage when testing.

Additionally, some standardized tests, like the SAT
and ACT, require fees to be able to take the test. On
average, it costs around $60 to take the SAT once, again
giving certain students an unfair advantage. Some
students are only able to take it one time while others
have an unlimited number of times they can take it.

Overall, the arguments regarding whether or not
standardized testing is fair are still being debated today.
While some are completely opposed to the idea of

standardized testing, some are firmly convinced
that it is the
only way to fairly test students on a common ground.

So, what are your thoughts on standardized testing?
| |

Opinion: no finals for seniors

STORY AND GRAPHICS: MIRANDA MULLIGAN, DIGITAL MEDIA EDITOR

re second semester finals necessary for

seniors with good grades? It is no secret

that by second semester, seniors have
checked out for the year. With college acceptances,
graduation and senioritis, it is for school to become
an afterthought. Yet Mercy High School seniors are
still forced to take second semester finals.

At Notre Dame Prep in Pontiac, if seniors have a
93% or above and less than five absences, seniors
are not required to take finals during the second
semester.

“Having this incentive motivates me to keep an A
in all my classes, and I think that if this rule wasn’t
in place, I would’ve missed a lot more school than
I did,” Notre Dame Prep senior Maura Fitzpatrick
said.

However, Notre Dame Prep is not the only Cath-
olic high school in the metro Detroit area that offers
a special incentive for seniors. In fact, Brother Rice,
Marian and Detroit Catholic Central seniors are not
required to take a final exam when they have a 93%
or above in the class.

If multiple other schools do not require senior
finals, then why does Mercy?

“This question comes up every year or so and
it has gone to the curriculum council many times
before,” Associate Principal/Academic Affairs
Colleen McMaster said. “It comes down to the
fact that other schools have senior only classes

and Mercy has many blended classes, so if we take

away finals for the seniors, how do we make it
equitable for the juniors?”

In my opinion, I think that seniors should be
awarded for all their hard work if they have an
A in the class. I understand that the curriculum
council’s concern is making things equal between
grade levels. However, I think it’s not fair to make
seniors suffer through finals just because there are
younger grades in their classes. I understand that
taking a final is not the end of the world and this is
just the beginning of the many finals seniors will
endure in college. Yet letting seniors off the hook
for their last semester to reward their four years of
hard work would be a thoughtful graduation gift.
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Mercy debutantes grace the Masonic Temple stage

STORY AND GRAPHICS: MICAH ROGERS

he Summer | Turned Pretty. Gilmore Girlsmultiple debutantes cite as their favorite offering
The OC. What do these shows have in of the organization.

common, other than their virality? They all
feature a cotillion, otherwise known as a debutante
ball. The girls, usually around 16 years of age,
dress in white ball gowns, opera-length gloves and
engage in a waltz accompanied by their fathers
and male escorts. In these shows, cotillions serve
as an attention-grabbing platform for elevated
dramatics, however many viewers do not know
the reality of these events. In fact, many do not
know that cotillions still take place today within
our Mercy community.

Since 2009, The Cotillion Society of Detroit
Educational Foundation has hosted an annual
cotillion with the focus of presenting young
black women to polite society. Through weekly
rehearsals and outings, TCSDEF prepares its
members for the social engagements they may
encounter as young adults.

“l feel like | gained a lot of social graces,”
senior Sage Johnson and member of the 2023
class of debutantes said. “Things like networking
and social etiquette are now second nature to me
because of debutantes.”

With the Debutante Club experience also
comes another form of sisterhood that the black
community at Mercy benefits from. One of their
many club events included a hotel sleepover which

“My favorite activity was the all-night party at
the St. Regis Hotel in Detroit,” junior and current
debutante Ava Prempeh said.

The overnight extravaganza consisted of
camaraderie, aselfdefense workshop and practicing
their curtsies, a pinnacle part of their introduction
at the cotillion. Though a sleepover may seem

recreational, TCSDEF uses its resources to turn
typical high school experiences into opportunities
to turn its members into well-rounded individuals.
The high school boys responsible for escorting the
young women also gain a myriad of benefits from
their involvement in the Debutante Club.

“As an escort, | learned a lot of patience
throughout the process because of all the new
things we tried,” University of Detroit Jesuit
senior and former escort lan Mausi said.

Of course, the elaborate event could not take
place without the help of volunteer advisors.
TCSDEF was founded by Dr. Renita Clark, who is
supported by a robust board of trustees. The trustees
represent a diverse array of careers, lifestyles and
personalities, allowing the debutantes the chance
to interact with many role models.

“One of my favorite aspects of the club is
building relationships with advisors,” junior and
current debutante Jada Roberts said.

Overall, the work done by TCSDEF proves
that debutante balls are more than just forums
for frilly white gowns and formulated drama.
Through the cotillion, TCSDEF embraces diverse
backgrounds, empowering young men and women
to seek exciting opportunities outside of their
schools.

This year’s cotillion took place Saturday Apri
27, 2024 at the Masonic Temple.

The 2023 class of debutantes prepares to be presented on the day of the cotillion. The group consisting of 28 debutantes
and 28 escorts was the largest since the conception of the TCSDEF debutante ball in 2009. Photo courtesy of Sage John-

son.



