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  Who will be king?

?
View pages 12 and 13 to see 
your 2020 Christmas King 

candidates!
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Sister Pie has a line out the door on a Saturday morning due to COVID-19 precau-
tions. Photo by Delilah Coe

Sister Pie’s four !anksgiving pies for sale on their website. 
Fair use: Instagram
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STORY AND PHOTOS: DELILAH COE, WEB EDITOR

Sisterhood to Sister Pie
Are you looking for a cozy bakery with 

unique and seasonal ingredients? 
Maybe a new trendy spot in Detroit to 

hang out with friends or family? If you want to 
branch out of your comfort zone to try exciting 
ÀDYRUV� VXFK� DV� EXFNZKHDW� FKRFRODWH� FKLS�
FRRNLHV�� VDYRU\� KDQG� SLHV�� RU� D� VDOWHG�PDSOH�
pie, support a fellow Mercy sister by heading 
to Sister Pie. Mercy alumna Lisa Ludwinski 
(‘02) opened a bustling corner bakery in 2015 
on the east side of Detroit that encompasses a 
IHHOLQJ�RI�KRPH�DQG�SD\V�WULEXWH�WR�WKH�ÀDYRUV�
of Michigan by season. 
   After graduating from Mercy and attending 
Kalamazoo College, Ludwinski’s dream was 
to pursue a career in theatre. With a bachelor 
of arts degree in Theatre, Ludwinski packed 
KHU�EDJV�LQ������DQG�PRYHG�WR�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\��
There, she worked as a barista and nanny, 
DPRQJ�RWKHU�YDULRXV� MREV�� WR�VXSSRUW�KHUVHOI��
As she immersed herself in the NYC culture, 
VKH�VWDUWHG�D�MRE�DW�WKH�LFRQLF�GHVVHUW�DQG�EDNHU\�
UHVWDXUDQW� FKDLQ� 0LON� %DU� DQG� GHYHORSHG� D�
SDVVLRQ� IRU� EDNLQJ��:LWK� WKLV� QHZIRXQG� ORYH�
of commercial production baking, Ludwinski 
WUDYHOHG� KRPH� WR� 0LFKLJDQ� WR� OHDUQ� PRUH�
about the business aspect of becoming an 
entrepreneur baker. She learned the concept of 

a triple bottom line business, which focuses 
on companies making an impact on the people 
LQYROYHG��DV�ZHOO�DV�KHOSLQJ�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW��
LQVWHDG�RI�VWULFWO\�RQ�WKH�SUR¿W��

   “I had known that baking and cooking were in 
WKH�FDUHHU�RI�P\�IXWXUH��EXW�¿QGLQJ�WKH�VRFLDO�
mission inspired me to actually go for it,” said 
Ludkwinski.    
� � � /XGZLQVNL� RI¿FLDOO\� VWDUWHG� KHU� EXVLQHVV��
Sister Pie, out of her parents’ house in 
Milford in 2012. The company launched on 
7KDQNVJLYLQJ�� DQG� /XGZLQVNL� ZDV� WKULOOHG�
to sell 40 pies. As time went on, Ludwinski 
hired a team and worked tirelessly to create 
WKH�EXVLQHVV�WKH\�KDYH�HVWDEOLVKHG�WRGD\��$IWHU�
working in a commercial kitchen, paying many 
loans and hosting fundraisers, Ludwinski had 
gained a following and was successfully able 
to open her own shop, located at Parker and 
.HUFKHYDO� 6WUHHWV� LQ� 'HWURLW�� /XGZLQVNL� DQG�
KHU�WHDP�DUH�KRQRUHG�WR�QRZ�KDYH�OLQHV�RXW�WKH�
door and a consistent following. Fast forward 
WR�������6LVWHU�3LH� LV� D�¿QDOLVW� IRU� WKH� -DPHV�
Beard Award, which is one of the highest 
KRQRUV�JLYHQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IRRG�LQGXVWU\�
 “Before COVID-19 hit, we had a cozy 
customer experience inside the bakery, where 
folks could watch the bakers at work,” said 

Ludwinski.
� � $OWKRXJK� WKH� SDQGHPLF� KDV� QHJDWLYHO\�
affected the Sister Pie business and dynamic, 
they are still doing pre-orders and sidewalk 
sales. By doing this, Ludwinski is still able 
WR� GR� KHU� IDYRULWH� SDUW� RI� WKH� MRE�� ZKLFK� LV�
interacting with customers. 
���³7KHUH�LV�D�VSHFLDO�MR\�LQ�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�KDQG�
RYHU�ORYLQJO\�EDNHG�FRRNLHV�DQG�SLHV�WR�IRONV��
especially during a time of struggle,” said 
Ludwinski. 
This personal touch is important to Sister Pie, 
as well as keeping their customers happy and 
VDWLV¿HG�

   Coming from Mercy High School, Ludwinski    
says her education prepared her for the 
community side of the business world.
���³0\�¿UVW�LQNOLQJV�WRZDUGV�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�DQG�
FRPPXQLW\� VSLULW� ZHUH� GHYHORSHG� DW� 0HUF\��
DQG�,¶P�JUDWHIXO�WR�EULQJ�WKDW�ZLWK�PH�LQ�HYHU\�
phase of life,” said Ludwinski. 
� 6KH� YDOXHV� KHU� 0HUF\� HGXFDWLRQ� DQG�
encourages Mercy students to do the same.
���³8VH�WKH�SULYLOHJH�RI�\RXU�0HUF\�HGXFDWLRQ�
and opportunities to build a more equitable 
country,” said Ludwinski.  
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Staying connected while apart
STORY, PHOTO AND GRAPHICS: CLARE JONES, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Clare’s Corner

The once normal student daily experiences 
of walking the school hallways, waving 
“hello,” and talking with peers in person 

are considered, by most in today’s academic 
environment, peculiar luxuries during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The typical onsite 
classroom presentations have transitioned to, for 
most, virtual learning.

Mercy’s commitment to academic excellence 
through the use of technology has provided a 
seamless transition during the pandemic that 
allowed us to successfully adjust to the virtual 
learning model since the beginning of the 
COVID-19 lockdown that occurred in March 
of 2020. For example, every student learns to 
SUR¿FLHQWO\�XVH�DQ�L3DG�DIWHU�UHFHLYLQJ�LW�WKH�¿UVW�
day of freshman year. 

Despite the enormous efforts by teachers to 
make remote classroom environments interesting, 
it can be challenging for students learning in a 
non-traditional manner to stay focused on the 
daily lessons through a laptop or iPad screen. 
+RZHYHU��WKHUH�DUH�EHQH¿WV�WKDW�GLVWDQFH�OHDUQLQJ�
offers, such as being in loungewear for class 
instead of a uniform, being able to roll out of bed 
WZR� PLQXWHV� EHIRUH� ¿UVW� KRXU� FODVV�� DORQJ� ZLWK�
KDYLQJ� WKH� ÀH[LELOLW\� WR� RUGHU� D� 6WDUEXFNV� GULQN�
or lunch through Uber eats that gets delivered 
anytime between class periods.

 With this new freedom to choose our preferable 
home learning environment that accommodates 
our own educational needs, we must be mindful 
to stay proactive and motivated to focus and pay 
attention to online lectures given by our teachers 
to ensure we achieve our personal best grades. 

The welcomed, and sometimes not so welcomed, 
GLVWUDFWLRQV� IURP� SKRQHV�� SXVK� QRWL¿FDWLRQV��
family and pets are common disturbances we must 
effectively work to avoid. A few suggestions to 
steer clear of these distractions is to turn off your 
personal electronic devices and schedule time 
to check your social media. These practices will 
help you stay focused on your lesson and support 
student participation in class discussions.  

In addition to the distractions that come with 
remote learning, being at home without seeing 
friends can lead to feelings of isolation and 
loneliness. While we are used to communicating 
with friends virtually through our phones and 
social media, the option of physically seeing 
one another can now be hazardous to our health. 
Designated times to stay home to prevent the 
spread of the virus is the responsible thing to do. 
However, many miss the classroom environment 
where students look forward to seeing friends 
and talking about topics like who is on “The 
Bachelorette,” the latest fashion and what food 
Chef Mike has prepared in the cafeteria for the 
week. 

Fortunately for Mercy students, we have the 
EHQH¿WV�RI�WKH�K\EULG�OHDUQLQJ�PRGHO�WKDW�DOORZV�
us to attend school in-person half of the week that 
provides the social connection we desire.

On the other hand, some students have chosen 
Mercy’s option to go online all year (GOAL), 
exclusively learning from home. 

However, one of the concerns about distance 
learning due to the pandemic is that there may be 
an increase in learning gaps with students who are 
not adapting to remote classroom environments. 

0DQ\� KDYH� IRXQG� LW� EHQH¿FLDO� WR� UHSOLFDWH� WKH�
classroom environment in their homes as much as 
possible given that throughout the year they will 
be at a different location from their teachers. As 
VWXGHQWV��PDNLQJ�VXUH�ZH�KDYH�VXI¿FLHQW�OLJKWLQJ�
for our learning space, the proper desk and chair, 
along with a designated area for books and school 
supplies, helps to facilitate an effective remote 
learning environment.  Select the quietest place in 
your home and let your family members know this 
is your spot. Claim your territory!

Instead of looking at how to sustain traditional 
learning practices, it is more practical to look at 
how we—students, teachers, administration and 
parents—can become innovative in furthering 
education and adapting to the new virtual school 
learning environment. The challenges of the 
pandemic will not be solved overnight, but our 
efforts to improve can start today. 

 During our time off to celebrate the holiday 
season, remember to check on friends and 
loved ones. Along with the common ways we 
communicate with our mobile devices, try the 
newly popular drive-by and wave from the car 
to say hello to dear ones. Also, consider the old 
fashioned ways of communicating by calling 
someone on the phone or writing a letter and send 
it via “snail mail.”  

Be safe, stay connected and see you all—
whether virtually or in-person—next year. Happy 
holidays! 
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Klueg’s new classroom
STORY, PHOTO AND GRAPHIC: GRACE O’DEA

Mr. Curt Klueg loads up his car with his two 
teenage daughters and starts his routine 
commute to Mercy High School. Once 

arrived, he heads to room N18, the classroom he now 
calls his own. At the beginning of the day, the room 
LV� RQO\� ¿OOHG�ZLWK� GHFRUDWLRQV� DQG� UHOLJLRXV� LPDJHU\��
like the tapestry art with the word “peace” on it in 
PDQ\�GL൵HUHQW�ODQJXDJHV��%\�WKH�GD\¶V�HQG��WKRXJK��KLV�
URRP�ZLOO�KDYH�EHHQ�¿OOHG�ZLWK�OLYHOLQHVV��LQWHOOHFWXDO�
conversation, faith inspiration and lots of learning for 
all who were present in the classroom. After two years 
of working in Mercy’s campus ministry, Mr. Klueg has 
entered Mercy’s classroom environment this year by 
taking the role as a theology teacher.
    “I was very interested in teaching,” said Mr. Klueg. 
When a teaching opportunity opened in Mercy’s 
Religion Department, Mr. Klueg immediately agreed to 
¿OO�WKH�VSRW��+H�FXUUHQWO\�WHDFKHV�WZR�-XVWLFH�DQG�3HDFH�
FODVVHV�DQG�RQH�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�VRSKRPRUH�%LEOH�FODVV�������������������������
� � � 0U�� .OXHJ� ZDV� WKH� LGHDO� FDQGLGDWH� WR� ¿OO� RQH� RI�
Mercy’s religious studies teaching positions. Having a 
bachelor’s degree in religious education and theology 
and a master’s degree in social justice, Mr. Klueg has 
an extensive expertise in Catholic Theology. More 
importantly than having a strong education in religion, 
though, Mr. Klueg is also very devoted to helping 
others learn about faith and the importance of their 
morals in society. 
     “I like formation, which means helping folks, whether 
it be students, young adults or adults, shape their 
understanding of their faith and their understanding of 
justice,” said Mr. Klueg. “Formation has always been 
an important part of what I’ve enjoyed, and, teaching 
is, in many ways, kind of the purest form of that.” 
    In all of his classes, Mr. Klueg helps guide students 
to understand the meaning of faith in their lives
� � %\� WDNLQJ� RQ� D� WHDFKLQJ� SRVLWLRQ� DW� 0HUF\�� 0U��

Klueg has gotten a new opportunity to help students 
discover and practice their faith, but his passion for 
doing so has not always been limited to just students. 
%HIRUH�FRPLQJ�WR�0HUF\��0U��.OXHJ�ZRUNHG�LQ�WKH�
-HVXLW� 9ROXQWHHU� &RUSV� DQG� VSHQW� PDQ\� \HDUV�
doing missionary work in Africa under the 
Maryknoll Society. He spent four years in 
Africa with his wife; while there, they had 
their daughters, Rehema Klueg, a Mercy 
VRSKRPRUH�� DQG� %HWKDQ\� .OXHJ�� D� 0HUF\�
freshwoman. The family returned to Chicago 
IRU�¿YH�\HDUV�DQG�WKHQ�ZHQW�EDFN�WR�$IULFD�IRU�
another three. 
   “My work there was a variety of things,” said 
Mr. Klueg. “Largely, I was working with prisoners, 
death row prisoners in particular. I helped facilitate 
$OWHUQDWLYH� WR� 9LROHQFH� 3URMHFW� ZRUNVKRSV�� ZKLFK� LV�
teaching practical non-violence to prisoners.”
   Mr. Klueg also visited prisoners’ family members 
on their behalf, co-coordinated a project to help supply 
basic school needs for students who had lost a parent to 
+,9�$,'6�DQG�KHOSHG�RUSKDQHG�FKLOGUHQ��DPRQJ�RWKHU�
things in his seven total years spent in Africa. 
   Mr. Klueg hopes to return to Africa one day, but 
IRU� WKH� WLPH� EHLQJ�� KH� FDQ� ¿QG� SDUDOOHOV� EHWZHHQ� KLV�
missionary work and teaching at Mercy.
   According to Mr. Klueg, “There are certainly many 
similarities and personality traits that are required for 
both.” 
   One thing he believes necessary for both mission 
work and teaching is the ability to adjust. Mr. Klueg’s 
movement from a campus minister to a religion teacher 
has been an adjustment, but he has had help from other 
teachers in the Theology Department. 
���³:LWK�WKH�-XVWLFH�DQG�3HDFH�FODVV��0UV��>$QQ@�/XVFK�
had a good structure in place,” said Mr. Klueg. “I’ve 
utilized a lot of that same structure for the semester 

and just added 
things that I 
¿QG� LQWHUHVWLQJ�
or that I’m 
p a s s i o n a t e 
about.” 
   Mr. Klueg also 
draws on the 
structures used 
by Mrs. Andrea 
Kowalyk and 
Ms. Sandy Mals 
when it comes 
to teaching his 
%LEOH�FODVV��
� %\� XVLQJ� FODVV�
s t r u c t u r e s 
p r e v i o u s l y 
used by other 
r e l i g i o u s 
teachers and 
taking his own 
approach to 
educating      

   students, Mr. Klueg has, 
according to many of his students, 

done excellent thus 
far with engaging 

his students and 
making their 

l e a r n i n g 
experience 

enjoyable.  
  “We w o r k 
with other p e o p l e , 
which helps me to 
learn,” said Ali - L Q V N \ ��
a sophomore in Mr. 
.OXHJ¶V� %LEOH� c l a s s . 
F r e q u e n t group work 
and homework a c t i v i t i e s , 
such as making mini movies, 
are common in the class, both 
RI� ZKLFK� -LQVN\� believes have 
helped her better understand the class’s 
material. 
��³,�GR�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�JRLQJ�WR�WKH�FODVV�´�VDLG�-LQVN\��
“It’s one of my favorite classes.” 
����$OWKRXJK�KH�HQMR\V�WHDFKLQJ�WKH�%LEOH��0U��.OXHJ¶V�
PDVWHU¶V�GHJUHH�LQ�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�PDNHV�WKH�-XVWLFH�DQG�
Peace class more aligned with his studies. 
   “I’m an activist to some extent,” said Mr. Klueg. “I 
like to be involved in the issues of the day.” 
   Mr. Klueg’s shares his knowledge of current social 
MXVWLFH�LVVXHV�ZLWK�KLV�VWXGHQWV�LQ�KLV�-XVWLFH�DQG�3HDFH�
classes. Students also have the opportunity to better 
understand current issues in the world by engaging in 
frequent class-wide discussions.
   “I really like the class because there’s room for all of 
us to share all of our opinions,” said Chloe Kilano, a 
VHQLRU�LQ�RQH�RI�0U��.OXHJ¶V�-XVWLFH�DQG�3HDFH�FODVVHV�
� � �7KLV�FODVV� LV� VSHFL¿FDOO\�FHQWHUHG�DURXQG� WKH�VHYHQ��
Catholic Social Teachings (CST), which are: solidarity, 
human dignity, care for creation, option for the poor, 
rights and responsibilities, worker rights and family 
and community participation. Students in the class are 
RIWHQ�DVVLJQHG�KRPHZRUN�DERXW�D�VSHFL¿F�WRSLF�WKDW�LV�
related to one of the CSTs and then given the chance to 
discuss their thoughts on it the next day. Students claim 
the class is made even more enriching by Mr. Klueg’s 
obvious interest in what he is teaching. 
 According to Kilano, “It’s so evident he’s really 
passionate about teaching and what he does.” 
���%\�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�KLV�VWXGHQWV�DERXW�VRPHWLPHV�GL൶FXOW�
topics, Mr. Klueg has made his classroom an open 
environment where students feel safe to express their 
thoughts and feelings. 
   “I have a lot of respect for the way he teaches,” said 
Kilano. Mr. Klueg presents a powerpoint to his seventh hour Bible class. Photo by Grace O’Dea
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Å glåñçë ïñtø thë wørld øf låw 
STORY AND GRAPHICS: CAITLYN BEGOSA

A!er binging “How to Get Away With Murder,” 
“Forensic Files” and other true crime programs, 
junior Maria Johnson wished to know more 

about the trials and lawyers in her favorite shows and 
how they take place in real life. Interested in law and de-
bate, Johnson joined Mercy Varsity Mock Trial (MVMT) 
to gain a real glimpse in the judicial world.

"e closest glance many Mercy students have of the ju-
dicial system is watching the intense courtroom cross-ex-
aminations on “Law & Order” and crime documentaries 
on Net#ix. For students who aspire to learn more about 
law, MVMT provides a $rsthand experience of the judi-
cial system. Additionally, Mock Trial supplies its partici-
pants with coaches who are established attorneys. 

Along with other talented lawyers, Mrs. Missy 
Kreucher coaches MVMT. Many students know her as 
the Media Center’s acting librarian, but she provides her 
background in law to the members of MVMT.

“Mock Trial is a team that competes in a courtroom 
setting,” said Mrs. Kreucher. “Our team presents as one 
side, either the prosecution or the defense, and in doing 
that we are also the attorneys, and we are the witnesses. 
So, it’s partly acting and partly understanding the judi-
cial process in the courtroom.”

Similar to any Mercy varsity team, MVMT hosted 
tryouts in October to $nd well-spoken individuals and 
critical thinkers. Students who wanted to try out had to 
give a two to three-minute presentation on an issue they 
are passionate about. 

Using the Socratic method of questioning, which is 
a form of cooperative argumentative dialogue between 
individuals, the tryouts o!en get unpleasant 
as the stu- dent undergoes anoth-
er three minutes of questioning 
by the pro- fessional attorneys who 
coach MVMT.

“["is] caus- es the student to dig deep 
down in- side to defend their 
p o s i - tion,” said Mrs. 

Kreucher. “It 
c a n get very un-

comfortable, 
s o what the 

coaches are 
looking for 

during the audition process is someone who can speak 
con$dently and not get rattled and stick to their position. 
It takes less than 10 minutes, but it’s pretty intense.”

Each year, the team receives a new case. "ese cases 
can range from civil issues concerning defamation or 
property damage to criminal cases like the! or murder. 
Last year, MVMT received a civil case concerning an im-
migration issue. "is year, the team is working on a crim-
inal murder case involving arson.

Mock Trial currently practices two times a week. "e 
practices begin with learning a multitude of law terms, 
such as a%davits and plainti&s. "e team also learns how 
to become lawyers and review trial tactics to successful-
ly compete in their competitions with the help of their 
coaches, who are distinguished attorneys. "e MVMT 
was given the opportunity to work with three lawyers, 
two who are United States attorneys and one is Wayne 
County prosecutor. "ese coaches create a realistic expe-
rience of what it is like to work in a courtroom.

“At practices, we’re going over the case and reading 
over it to $nd things in the case that could help us out 
for when we go to court,” said senior Madelyn Bahoo-
ra. “"ere’s witness statements, a%davits, [and] exhibits, 
which is like the evidence.”

Bahoora is one of the captains of MVMT this year.
“I was a sophomore when I $rst joined the team,” said 

Bahoora. “I was really interested in law at the time and 
considered being a lawyer. I thought Mock 
Trial could help me decide, and I end-
ed up loving it a lot. I changed my 
mind on being a lawyer, but I still 
really like the club, so I stayed in 
it.”

Mock Tri- al’s competitions 
consist of three rounds. 
"e team divides 
evenly into the 
pros- ecution 
and de-

fense. 
"e team 

com-
petes 
with 
three 

di&erent schools across Michigan including Interna-
tional Academy in Bloom$eld Hills, De La Salle Col-
legiate in Warren and St. Mary Catholic Central High 
School in Monroe.

During competition, the two teams perform a fake 
trial with a realistic courtlike setting. 

“A mock trial begins with opening statements from 
both the defense and prosecution,” said Johnson. “"is 
is kind of where each side gives you an outline of their 
version of the story to introduce to you the witnesses 
on their side.”

"e trial continues with direct and cross examina-
tions where each team questions witnesses and $nishes 
with closing statements from each side.

“When we go to competition, [the schools] are all 
on the same page [by having the same case],” said Mrs. 
Kreucher. “We’re all arguing the same arguments, and 
the judges determine which team is best prepared and 
best presents, so it is determined by the state board.”

Knowing the law and how to be a lawyer is a big 
part of Mock Trial, but the ability to speak clearly and 
#uently and knowing how to debate is equally import-
ant, as the judge also bases their decision on how the 
members present themselves.

“[Mock Trial] is really the best opportunity to see 
the ins and outs of being a lawyer,” said Mrs. Kreucher. 
“"ere is much more to it than just reading cases and 
following the law. ["e girls learn] to never go into an 
argument unless you know the other side’s argument. 
. . . "ey should be able to defend both 
sides of the argument at any time so 
that [they] are never taken by 
surprise.”

Photos used 
with permission 
from Gracie Grady, 
Madelyn Bahoora 
and Dalia Housey



Diversifying your school schedule
STORY AND PHOTOS: CLARE JONES EDITOR-IN-CHIEF AND MEGAN MALLIE ASSOCIATE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

   Although an Advanced Placement (AP) class can seem extremely challenging and over-
whelming, A.P. Computer Science Principles gives students an introduction to coding, 
DOJRULWKPV��VHFXULW\�DQG�SULYDF\��/DVW�\HDU�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�\HDU�0HUF\�RIIHUHG�WKLV�FODVV�DV�DQ�
elective. 
���2QH�FXUUHQW�VWXGHQW�LQ�WKH�FODVV�LV�VHQLRU�0DGHOLQH�.HQQH\��ZKR�LV�DOPRVW�GRQH�ZLWK�WKH�
¿UVW�VHPHVWHU�RI�WKH�IXOO�\HDU�FODVV��6KH�LV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�SXUVXLQJ�D�GHJUHH�LQ�EXVLQHVV��EXW�
she took this class to diversify her learning. 
���³,¶P�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�>JRLQJ�LQWR@�EXVLQHVV�´�.HQQH\�VDLG��³VR�,�IHHO�OLNH�HYHQ�LI�LW�GRHVQ¶W�
GLUHFWO\�KHOS�PH�LQ�EXVLQHVV��,�IHHO�OLNH�LW¶V�UHODWHG�LQ�HYHU\�FDUHHU�EHLQJ�XVHIXO�ZLWK�WHFK-
QRORJ\�´
���.HQQH\�UHFHQWO\�FRPSOHWHG�D�SURMHFW�LQ�$�3��&RPSXWHU�6FLHQFH�3ULQFLSOHV�ZKHUH�VKH�
FUHDWHG�KHU�RZQ�DSS�WKURXJK�D�ZHEVLWH��6KH�DOVR�HQMR\V�WKH�JURXS�ZRUN�DQG�OHDUQLQJ�QHZ�
WHFKQLFDO�WHUPV�VSHFL¿F�WR�WKH�FODVV�WKDW�VKH�KDG�QRW�SUHYLRXVO\�HQFRXQWHUHG��

6HQLRU�0DGHOLQH�.HQQ\�EHJLQV�WR�VHW�XS�KHU�FRPSXWHU�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRGH�D�GLJLWDO�
PXVLF�SOD\HU��3KRWR�E\�&ODUH�-RQHV�

Contemporary Issues 

AV�D�QHZ�VHPHVWHU�GDZQV�QHDU��WKHUH�LV�VWLOO�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�VWXGHQWV�WR�WDNH�WKH�WLPH�WR�UHYLHZ�HOHFWLYHV�WKDW�HQULFK�RXU�VFKHGXOHV�ZLWK�FODVVHV�WKH�0HUF\�
FXUULFXOXP�RIIHUV��(OHFWLYH�FODVVHV�HQDEOH�VWXGHQWV�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�VXEMHFW�DUHDV�WKDW�PD\�DOLJQ�ZLWK�SHUVRQDO�LQWHUHVWV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�RWKHU�FODVVHV�VXFK�DV�(Q-
JOLVK��PDWKHPDWLFV��KLVWRU\�DQG�VFLHQFH��%DVHG�RQ�D�1HZVSULQW�1RYHPEHU�SROO�WKDW�DVNHG�VWXGHQWV�WR�ZULWH�LQ�WKHLU�PRVW�HQMR\DEOH�HOHFWLYHV�WDNHQ�DW�0HUF\��

the results showed that Drawing, Contemporary Issues, and AP Computer Science and Principles were among the most popular responses. The Newsprint staff 
UDQGRPO\�VHOHFWHG�DQG�LQWHUYLHZHG�WKUHH�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�IHOW�VWURQJO\�DERXW�WKHLU�RSLQLRQV�RI�WKHVH�WKUHH�HOHFWLYHV�

A.P. Computer Science Pricipals

   Senior Hailey Scott currently taking the Contemporary Issues elective, which she 
ZDV�SHUVXDGHG�WR�WDNH�E\�SUHYLRXV�VHQLRUV�ZKR�UHFRPPHQGHG�WKH�FODVV��
���³,¶P�QDWXUDOO\�LQWR�WKDW�VWXII�´�VDLG�6FRWW��³,�WKRXJKW�WKDW�DV�DQ�+5&�5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�
LW�ZDV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�PH�WR�WDNH�WKDW�FODVV�´
���2QH�WKLQJ�6FRWW�DSSUHFLDWHV�PRVW�DERXW�WKH�FODVV�LV�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�GLVFXVV�FXUUHQW�
LVVXHV�DQG�UHODWLQJ�WKHP�EDFN�WR�WKH�¿YH�FULWLFDO�FRQFHUQV�RI�0HUF\��
���³1RWKLQJ�LV�HYHU�UHSHDWHG�RU�ERULQJ�´�VDLG�6FRWW��³,W¶V�LQWHUHVWLQJ�IRU�XV�WR�DFNQRZO-
HGJH�WKDW�>WKH�YDOXHV@�DUH�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�0HUF\�FXUULFXOXP��EXW�WR�UHDOO\�GLYH�ZD\�GHHS-
HU�LQWR�HDFK�RQH�´
���6FRWW�HQMR\V�EHLQJ�LQYROYHG�ZLWKLQ�0HUF\��DQG�IHHOV�WKDW�FRQWHPSRUDU\�LVVXHV�LV�D�
JUHDW�EULGJH�EHWZHHQ�ZKDW�VKH�OHDUQV�DERXW�LQ�VFKRRO�DQG�ZKDW�VKH�FDQ�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�
her social life and educating others. She learned how to navigate challenging discus-
sions while respectfully listening to others who have differing opinions. This is a useful 
life skill and good practice for real-life situations. 

Drawing 
   Junior Grace Rastelli took Drawing during her sophomore year, knowing little 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�FODVV�REMHFWLYHV��$V�5DVWHOOL�SLFNHG�XS�KHU�GUDZLQJ�XWHQVLO��VKH�
IHOW�UHOD[HG�DV�VKH�EHJDQ�WR�GUDZ�DZD\�WKH�VWUHVV�RI�KHU�FRUH�FXUULFXOXP�FODVVHV��
���³,W�ZDV�UHDOO\�JUHDW�WR�KDYH�D�EUHDN�LQ�P\�GD\�DQG�KDYH�D�FODVV�ZKHUH�,�GLG�QRW�KDYH�
WR�ZRUU\�DERXW�XSFRPLQJ�WHVWV�DQG�TXL]]HV�FRQVLVWHQWO\�´�VDLG�5DVWHOOL���
   Drawing is a foundational art class that offers students the opportunity to create 
GUDZLQJV�WKDW�UHÀHFW�WKH�ORRN�RI�UHDOLVWLF�REMHFWV��5DVWHOOL�UHPLQLVFHG�DERXW�KHU�WLPH�
GHHSO\�HQMR\LQJ�GUDZLQJ�KHU�VWLOO�OLIH�REMHFW��ZKHUH�VKH�FUHDWHG�D�FRIIHH�PXJ���
³,�KDG�QR�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�GUDZLQJ��EXW�DIWHU�WKH�VHPHVWHU�,�VDZ�P\�SURJUHVVLRQ�DQG�,�
ZDV�SURXG�RI�WKH�ZRUN�,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�GR�´�

Senior Hailey Scott disusses how the impacts of world’s current state have shaped 
KHU�EHOLHIV�LQ�0V��5LFKWHU¶V�WKLUG�KRXU�&RQWHPSRUD\�,VVXHV�FODVV��3KRWR�E\�&ODUH�
-RQHV�

-XQLRU�*UDFH�5DVWHOOL¶V�VWLOO�OLIH�REMHFW�RI�D�FRIIHH�FXS�WKDW�VKH�FUHDWHG�GXULQJ�KHU�
'UDZLQJ�FODVV��3KRWR�E\�&ODUH�-RQHV
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The Mercy community has faced many losses this 
year due to the coronavirus pandemic, one of 
them being students having the opportunity to 

perform a fall play in front of a live in-person audience. 
Despite the circumstances, the Performing Arts Depart-
ment has found a way to keep theatre alive in a way it has 
never done before: through Zoom. 

!eatre and speech teacher Mrs. Shelley Bajorek 
directed “10 Ways to Survive Life in a Quarantine,” a 
comedy written by playwright Don Zolidis where two 
hosts, played by junior Sawyer Evans and senior Grace 
Ajo, put together a series of monologues to showcase the 
strange ways people pass the time during quarantine. 
From putting on a musical with your dog to falling in 
love with an inanimate object, the play is full of solutions 
to cure quarantine boredom. !e actors performed from 
the safety of their own homes on Nov. 13-15.

“With the amount of audience members and social 
distancing, it didn’t seem feasible to do a regular play 
with a live audience,” said Mrs. Bajorek. 

For many Mercy students passionate about performing 
arts, the news of a virtual play might have been quite the 
disappointment. However, it was also a chance for them 
to break out of their comfort zone and try something 
completely new. Actors were challenged with the notion 
of having to act without an audience while keeping up 
the over-the-top style of acting usually found in plays. 

“It’s been very weird and very challenging,” said Evans, 
who is the host of the show. “I thought the acting would 
be more subtle, the way you act for TV, but Mrs. Bajorek 
still wants it to be as similar to a play as it can be.” 

!e actors in the play did their best to maintain a the-
atrical style of acting through loud voices, dramatic tone 
and exaggerated facial expressions.

Performing a play on Zoom de"nitely comes with its 
bene"ts and challenges. Along with the usual concerns 
revolving around a play, such as the lighting and props, a 
Zoom play presented many more challenges the compa-
ny had to overcome.  

“Directing for the stage and directing for Zoom are 
very di#erent in the fact that I usually don’t have to wor-
ry about an actor staying in the frame or a dog barking 
in the background,” said Mrs. Bajorek. “A lot of students 
also aren’t familiar with how to act for a screen while 
making it look like they’re acting for an audience.” 

!e actors and hosts had to be prepared to keep the 
show going through internet connection issues and blur-
ry screens. But what might’ve been the most di$cult part 
of it all was learning to perform without a live audience. 

“Having a live audience helps us a lot because we can 
usually work o# of their reactions and it encourages and 
reminds us that they enjoy what we do,” said junior Julia 
Metas, whose character Neima develops an obsession 
with the squirrels outside her window. “!e audience is 
such a huge part of the show, so it’s sad to not be able to 
see their reactions.”

Not only did the actors perform without seeing the 
audience, they also had to perform without seeing each 
other. Loss of communication between the cast and 
the crew is a problem that doesn’t usually occur when 
performing in-person plays. But with virtual rehearsals 
and emails instead of face-to-face conversations, it was 
much more di$cult to work together and communicate 
e$ciently.

“Usually, the cast and crew are a lot more connect-
ed,” said junior Katelyn Moyer, the stage manager, who 
worked hard to keep order behind the scenes. “But being 
on Zoom and not being [able] to meet in person, they 
aren’t as close as they used to be.”

However, group chats and the opportunity for the cast 
to watch the Zoom rehearsals kept them in contact with 
each other in even the smallest ways. 

Similarly, the roles of the costume and makeup crew 
were slightly di#erent as well. Each crew member was 
assigned speci"c actors and was responsible for meeting 
with them and creating their looks. !e crews worked a 
lot more independently and creatively as they were given 
much more freedom with costumes and makeup.

In regards to the future performances at Mercy, with 
coronavirus cases increasing, it is di$cult to make plans 
for the spring musical.

“!e spring musical is something we have been 
thinking about non-stop,” said Mrs. Bajorek. “We have a 
musical in mind, but at this point we are not announcing 
anything until we know for sure what we can and can’t 
do.”

!e next in-person spring musical is a performance 
that the whole Mercy community can look forward to 
attending. Until then, Mercy students and their family 
were able to enjoy a Zoom performance of “10 Ways to 
Survive Life in a Quarantine.”

“With everything going on right now I think putting 
on this lighthearted play can really li% the spirits of peo-
ple,” said Moyer. “It’s de"nitely helped make my gloomy 
days better when I get to laugh at the scenes.”

And while Zoom plays and virtual audiences are not 
something we had envisioned or planned for, in the end 
the curtain must rise and the show must go on. 
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Zoomin’ to the House: “10 Ways to Survive Life in a Quarantine”
STORY, PHOTOS AND GRAPHICS: FATIMA SIDDIQUE

join audio share screen

!"#
$%&'()*#+&( $,-.+(/&"%+"% 0-.%*1*'-"%2 3&.+4&*"(/-55

6&&7

Mrs. Shelley Bajorek, Sawyer Evans, Julia Metas, 
and Katelyn Moyer (from top to bottom) attend 
Zoom rehearsals from the safety of their own 
homes. Screenshots taken during rehearsal by 
Fatima Siddique



STORY:  MEGAN MALLIE, ASSOCIATE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF & MADDIE SULLIVAN, COPY EDITORMEGAN MALLIE, ASSOCIATE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF & MADDIE SULLIVAN, COPY EDITOR GRAPHICS:  GRAPHICS: MADDIE SULLIVAN, COPY EDITORMADDIE SULLIVAN, COPY EDITOR
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The year 2020 has been full of the unexpected. Events such as the worldwide pandemic, the presidential election and national advocacy 
for social change are a few of the many historic events that have made 2020 a memorable year. Mercy takes a look at the events of 2020, 
providing a recap of what have been some of the most memorable events of each month. 
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2020 Christmas King? ?STORY AND GRAPHICS: RACHAEL SALAH, DESIGN EDITOR AND DELILAH COE, WEB EDITOR
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DATE: SABRINA VANACKER
What do you like to do for fun?
“�������������������������������������������Ƥ�����������������������������ǯ�����ǡ������ǡ����
��������������������ǡ��������ǡ������������Ǥǳ

Why should you be Christmas king?
ǲ�������������������������������������������������������������������Ǥ�������������������
Ƥ���������������������������������Ǥ����������������ǡ�����������������������������������������
�������������������Ǥ��������������ǡ�������������������������������Ǥǳ

What present would you make for your date this year?
ǲ�����������������������������������������Ƥ�������������������Ǥ����Ǥ�����������������
��������������������������������������������������Ǥǳ

DATE: CAROLINE WISELEY
What do you like to do for fun?
ǲ��������������������������������������������������Ǥǳ

Why should you be Christmas king?
ǲ��������������������������������Ǥǳ

What present would you make for your date this year?
ǲ��������������������������������Ǥǳ

DATE: GRACE BOJI
What do you like to do for fun?
ǲ	������ǡ����������������������������������������������Ǥ������������������Ƥ�����Ǥǳ

Why should you be Christmas king?
ǲ�����������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������
����Ǥ�����������ǯ���������������Ǥ���������������
�����������ǯ��
����	������
���Ǥǳ

What present would you make for your date this year?
ǲ�������������
����������������������������������������������������������ǯ�Ǥǳ

DATE: DELILAH COE
What do you like to do for fun?
ǲ���������������������ǡ�����������������������������������������Ǥ������������ǲ
�������������
�����������ǡǳ�����������������������������������ǡ������ǯ������������Ƥ�����Ǥǳ

Why should you be Christmas king?
ǲ������������������������������������������������������������������������ǡ���������������
���������������������������������������Ǥǳ

What present would you make for your date this year?
ǲ����������������������������������������������������ǡ�������������������������Ǥ���������
����������������������������������������������������Ǥǳ

DATE:  GABI MICALLEF
What do you like to do for fun?
ǲ������������������������������ǡ���������������������������ǡ�������������������������������������
������������������Ǥǳ

Why should you be Christmas king?
ǲ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������ǯ��
����������������������������������������������������������ǡ������������������Ƥ�����������������Ǥ�
�������������������������������������ǯ�����������������������������������������ǡ������
�������������������������������������������������������ǫǳ

What present would you make for your date this year?
ǲ�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������ǲ������������������ǡǳ�����������������������������������������Ǥǳ

DATE:  HAILEY SCOTT
What do you like to do for fun?
ǲ���������������������������Ǥǳ

Why should you be Christmas king?

“�������������Ȁ�����������������������������ǯ�������Ƥ�����������������������Ǥǳ

What present would you make for your date this year?
ǲ���������������������������������������������Ǥǳ

12 | FEATURE | 12.15.20 12.15.20 | FEATURE | 13

Be sure to click this link to vote for your 2020 Christmas King!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHVBwIhgg6Xt2d8sgsIo6vdpjSHNtjZNxySxf_X-ibsw8Fcw/viewform


For many basketball players, the game is more than 
a sport. It teaches the players lessons that can only be 
learned playing the game: teamwork, sportsmanship 
and time-management skills. The inability to compete 
and play because of the coronavirus hits hard for 
many athletes.

The uncertainty of COVID-19 with athletics has 
been tough on all sports this year. Many athletes 
and coaches are left wondering if their season will  
continue before their first game even happens. While 
some sports, such as field hockey and cross country, 
were able to have a season, the basketball team’s 
season is unpredictable at the moment, and players 
are left wondering when they will be having a next 
game or practice. 

On Nov. 15, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer announced 
that all sports in Michigan, other than professional 
and college, must stop competing for three weeks in 
an effort to control the spike of Covid-19 cases in 
Michigan. The news broke during the early weeks of 
the basketball season. 

“We were able to pick all three of the teams: 
freshman, junior varsity and varsity. Then we had 
our practice on the 14th of November, and then the 
restrictions were put into place,” said Varsity Head 
Coach Gary Morris. 

Before the restrictions were put into place, the 
basketball team had to follow strict rules in order to 
be able to practice. 

“All players and coaches have to wear masks at 
all times,” said Coach Morris.  “It is definitely an 
adjustment for the players as they are super active and 
always running around.”  

While the masks make it physically difficult for 
players, it also creates a mental challenge for them. 

“You can’t see facial expressions, and I think that 
they tell a lot for athletes. You can only see their eyes, 
and they can only see our eyes,” said Coach Morris. 

Not only is it hard for coaches, but it is extremely 
tough for athletes to keep up not only mentally, but 
also physically without the ability to hold practices 
over Zoom. 

“Right now, we are on the three week pause, which 
is very hard from an athlete’s standpoint because it 
is so hard to get into shape, but so easy to get out of 
shape,” said Varsity captain Julia Bishop. “As a team, 
we are doing all we can to stay in shape and still get 
time to focus on our skills.”

Although it is difficult for the coaches and players, 
there are some positives in this season. 

 “Basically, we are returning 11 players and four 
new players. We had a very good season last year, we 

won 22 games and only lost four, so we are hopeful 
that we will have a good season this year,”said Coach 
Morris.

The familiar faces like captains Julia Bishop and 
Alexis Robterts on the team help their teammates 
work through the nontraditional season. Before 
COVID-19, players participated in bonding activities 
outside of school to help them get to know each other 
better. 

As a co-captain, Bishop implements her strong 
leadership skills in the practices and games. 

“I am a vocal leader that loves to be loud and 
energetic during practices and during games,” said 
Bishop. 

Going into her fourth season on the varsity team, 
Bishop says she looks forward to the playoffs. 

 “We are always so excited about the playoffs 
because it is such a fun part of the season where every 
game is intense and important,” said Bishop

Coach Morris commented on the uncertainty of 
potential practices and games. At the time of speaking 
with him, he said that the first games will begin in 
January.

 “We are beyond excited about the season and 
are constantly praying that everything will go on as 
normal as it can,” said Bishop.
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Shooting toward a season 
STORY BY SAAYNA ZAIDI PHOTO AND GRAPHICS: CLARE JONES, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

!e Mercy Varsity Basketball team accepts the Districts Award a"er defeating North Farmington 
66-40 near the end of last year’s season. Photo by Clare Jones

Captain Julia Bishop shoots a two pointer during the second quartar at District Finals in March of 
2020.  Photo by Clare Jones
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STORY AND GRAPHICS: FATIMA SIDDIQUE
Meet the new staff
This year, Mercy has welcomed many new staff members into the community, including english teacher Ms. Rebecca Cook, math teacher Mr. Adam 

Walker and health and physical education teacher Mrs. Adrianna Horvath. 

Ms. Cook came from De La Salle Collegiate High School, an all-boys high school, to Mercy for the opportunity to 
make a difference in young women’s lives. Through her time teaching English 9, Composition and World Cultures in 
Literature, she says she has fallen in love with Mercy girls’ passion.

“So many of the girls here have informed views on the world and are ready to discuss any issues I present to them,” 
said Ms. Cook.

She spends her free time working out or baking, and, being an English teacher, she says she loves reading as well. 
She has a very tight-knit family and is constantly surrounded by dogs. 

Ms. Cook has a large social media presence on TikTok, with 59K followers who are obsessed with her videos de-
scribing what it is like working at an all-girls school in compaison to her previous job at an all-boys school. She also 
gives book recommendations through “Cook’s Corner” and gives her followers a glimpse of her life with her deaf 
dogs, Maximus and Eloise.

Although growing up she was not the best student academically, she said she always felt comfortable with younger 
kids and was able to discover her passion and skills for teaching. She enjoys teaching World Cultures as she gets the 
opportunity to examine the world and take part in in-depth discussions with her students. And now, Ms. Cook said 
she cannot see herself doing anything but teaching.

New to the Math Department is Mr. Adam Walker, who joined the Mercy family a few weeks into the school year 
and now teaches Probability and Statistics, Algebra and Calculus. Previously working at a company office, he said he 
found his job boring and fell in love with teaching when he tried substituting.

“I felt like I was really making a difference when I was teaching,” said Mr. Walker. “I was helping people rather than 
just trying to make a little bit of money in a big corporate office.” 

With experience working as a statistician, he enjoys teaching Probability and Statistics, as he can make the class 
fun through exciting projects and personal experience. Mr. Walker has spent many years traveling the world and has 
visited 37 countries throughout the years. He is from Australia and played professional rugby for 12 years. He spends 
his free time playing video games and loves to watch comedies, his favorite being “Ghostbusters.”

Through his time working here, Mr. Walker said he has grown to love his classes and the Mercy community. 

Mrs. Horvath teaches health and physical education as well as coaches the ice hockey and the JV-B field 
hockey team at Mercy. She says her favorite part about working at Mercy is the sisterhood that is formed between the 
students and the support she feels from the staff around her. Her passion for teaching began in highschool when she 
was a student at Mercy and had Ms. Jamieson as her PE teacher.

“Having [Ms. Jamieson] as a teacher kind of inspired me and pushed me towards the decision to teach,” said Mrs.
Horvath. “I’ve always loved athletics and I love kids so it just made sense.”

She played division one hockey and has a passion for photography as it gives her the chance to be creative. She 
recently got married on Sept. 19 and became “Mrs. Horvath.” She also has a pit bull named Hazel and comes from a 
large Italian family, having a close relationship with her brother and sister. 

Mrs. Horvath previously taught health and PE at many different schools, but always knew she wanted to work at 
Mercy since she was a Mercy student herself. 

“I went to Mercy and I’ve always loved it,” said Mrs. Horvath. “It’s been a dream of mine to work here since I was a 
student here and I love everything about it.” 

Photo used with permission by 
HR Imaging Partners.

Photo used with permission by 
HR Imaging Partners.

Photo used with permission by 
HR Imaging Partners.
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Holly jolly album reviews
STORY AND GRAPHICS: RACHAEL SALAH, DESIGN EDITOR

Every year, a multitude of festive traditions put me in the Christmas mood. Candy canes, Christmas trees, Freeform’s 25 Days of Christmas special, and 
above all—Christmas music. Countless artists have put their spin on the classics and some have even created new songs. I have taken my top three 
albums and ranked them by the following factors: catchiness, variety and their ability to get me in the spirit of Christmas. Here are my decisions:

-XVWLQ�%LHEHU¶V�³8QGHU�WKH�0LVWOHWRH´�DOEXP�WDNHV�¿UVW�SODFH�LQ�P\�KHDUW�VLQFH�,�OLVWHQHG�WR�LW�RQ�UHSHDW�
when I was a child, making me feel very nostalgic. This album not only reworked classics but also has new 
songs that stay true to the cheery Christmas spirit. 

Among these is “Mistletoe,” a song about Bieber wanting someone to spend the holidays with a love 
interest. This song relates the tradition and evolution of Christmas music perfectly through mentions of his 
hopes for the holiday season and staying true to themes like the Wise Men and Santa Claus. Another unique 
song by Bieber is “Only Thing I Ever Get For Christmas.” This slower, less Christmas-y sounding song is 
still one that lingers in my mind for days on end. It does not have the typical bells and symphonies that most 
&KULVWPDV�VRQJV�WHQG�WR�KDYH��GL൵HUHQWLDWLQJ�LW�IURP�WKH�RWKHUV��)LQDOO\��³'UXPPHU�%R\´�E\�-XVWLQ�%LHEHU�
and Busta Rhymes is very contrary to the traditional “Drummer Boy” Christmas song. Unlike the original, 
it is full of base and electronic sounds, making it more modern. 

Each take on these songs is unique and has a less raw instrumental sound like older Christmas albums. 
These are just a few of many reasons why Justin Bieber’s “Under The Mistletoe” album is number one on 
my list. 

Frank Sinatra’s “Ultimate Christmas” album is one that makes the holiday season feel even more 
festive. Sinatra’s incredible voice singing everyone’s favorite holiday tunes has to make for an 
outstanding album. 

“Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas” is arguably the best song on the entire album. The 
dreamy sounds create a beautiful symphony that is played everywhere from malls to radios to 
grocery stores. Though a slower song, it still puts me in the holiday spirit. Another fantastic 
song from this album is “Mistletoe And Holly.” Whenever playing, it instantly reminds me of all 
the typical Christmas traditions. He describes these traditions by including mentions of presents, 
snowy Christmas trees and streets, and of course, Chris Kringle. 

Lastly, Frank Sinatra’s “Jingle Bells” is the best version of the song on any album. Its catchy 
tune and the way it spells “jingle” never fails to put a smile on my face. This album brings me pure 
joy and feelings of a snowy Christmas night, securing second place on my list.

0LFKDHO�%XEOp¶V� DOEXP� ³&KULVWPDV´� LV� SUREDEO\� RQ� HYHU\�$PHULFDQ¶V� WRS�¿YH� OLVW� RI� KROLGD\�
albums since Bublé seemingly remade almost every Christmas song there is. Taking third on my 
OLVW��WKLV�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�WXQHV�VWD\V�WUXH�WR�WKH�FODVVLFV��EXW�%XEOp¶V�YRLFH�GL൵HUHQWLDWHV�WKHVH�VRQJV�
from their originals. “Christmas (Baby Please Come Home)” is my favorite song from the album 
due to its upbeat sounds and range of instruments. The song especially highlights the feelings of 
holiday cheer around the Christmas season. Snowy nights and people bustling to get presents for 
their loved ones are mentioned, making this song the ultimate Christmas vibe. 

His take on “The Christmas Song (Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire)” is a festive and mellow 
song that is unique compared to the rest of the album. It immediately takes me to a quiet winter night 
awaiting my favorite time of year. Another song that stays true to the real meaning of Christmas is, 
of course, “Silent Night.” “Silent Night” pushes the listener away from the presents and reindeer 
and back to the roots of Christmas. 

Despite all of the Christmas festivities, it is always important to remind myself of the reasons 
behind all of these traditions. Ultimately, Michael Bublé’s combination of new and old songs, 
along with his range of vocals, all lead to third place on my Christmas album list.

1 Justin Bieber’s “Under the Mistletoe”

2

3 Michael Buble’s “C hristmas”

F      rank Sinatra’s “Ultimate C  hristmas”
Fair use: Spotify

Fair use: Spotify

Fair use: Spotify
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Transition from playlists to podcasts
STORY AND GRAPHICS: CLARE JONES, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Are you bored listening to the radio where the same few popular songs constantly get played? Or, maybe you are tired of hearing the same playlist over 
and over again as you ride in the car heading to your destination. To get a break from your monotonous music selections, try listening to entertaining and 
informative podcasts. Audio podcasts offer listeners live and pre-recorded talk show interviews that can be streamed or downloaded. Many podcasts have 

D�VHULHV�RI�HSLVRGHV�WKDW�IROORZ�VSHFL¿F�WRSLFV�WKDW�PHHW�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�D�GLYHUVH�DXGLHQFH��$OVR��WKHVH�YLUWXDO�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�YHQXHV�FDQ�EH�FRQYHQLHQWO\�DFFHVVHG�
anytime, anywhere, with the added luxuries of the playback and fast forward features. Being an enthusiast for podcasts, I recommend three podcasts series for the 
Mercy community to consider. Easily accessible, these podcasts are available on Apple Podcast, as well as other streaming services.

   If you are a pop culture junkie and love to 
know the latest celebrity buzz, try “Let’s Be 
Real with Sammy Jaye.” Unlike typical podcasts 
where most of the hosts have very long and 
established careers, Sammy Jaye is a 17-year-old 
high school student.
    Jaye is the youngest person to have a nation-
ally syndicated podcast. Despite her young age 
and limited podcast experience, she has inter-
viewed singers Kesha, Meghan Trainor and Liza 
Koshy, to name a few. 
   Not only does Sammy’s podcast have a fresh 
perspective on Hollywood, but it also allows 
many of the guests to be un!ltered in their 
comments. "ese casual interviews provide the 
podcast audience the experience of hanging out 
with friends and to connect with her guest on 
a more personal level. Season two for “Let’s Be 
Real” was just released in November and is now 
available. 

   Retired political strategist and former journalist 
David Axelrod has transitioned from being in 
the center of federal government to the founder 
and director of the University of Chicago Insti-
tution of Politics. “"e Axe Files” series analyzes 
key !gures in U.S. politics and gives an in-depth 
view of each individual’s background, theories on 
legislation, personal relationships in Washing-
ton and their predictions on the future political 
landscape. 
   Axelrod allows his guests to reveal heartfelt 
human stories that enable listeners to learn about 
current events and educate themselves about the 
global issues that are having profound e#ects on 
society at large. From supreme court justices, past 
presidential candidates and journalists, Axelrod’s 
guests share their personal perspectives about 
important issues related to the United States’ gov-
ernment. Mr. Axelrod’s podcast o#ers listeners a 
front row seat to “history in the making.”  

   Sophia Bush is immediately recongizable due 
to her portrayal of character Brooke Davis, in 
the drama series “One Tree Hill.” Since the show 
ended, Bush has created a podcast where she 
transparently examines her life experiences and 
the people who have inspired her. 
   Sophia interviews a wide variety of people like 
her favorite college professor, former roommate 
and even Rainn Wilson, who is best known for 
his role as Dwight Schrute from the comedy 
show “"e O$ce.” Bush allows the audience 
to explore her deep curiosity about a diverse 
range of topics from Instagram poetry to climate 
change, and personal stories that have profound-
ly a#ected her life in both positive and negative 
ways.  
   An authentic representation of her life as a 
work-in-progress, through her podcasts, Sophia 
invites her audience to learn along with her life 
skills and how she can positively impact the 
world.

Fair use: Instagram Fair use: Twitter Fair use: Twitter
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Deck the Halls with Discussion
STORY AND GRAPHICS: CAITLYN BEGOSA

From sitting around the kitchen table eating turkey 
and stuffing at Thanksgiving to gathering around 
the Christmas tree to open presents, many holiday 

celebrations revolve around spending time with family. One 
subject many family members dread to talk about seems 
impossible to avoid during the holiday season: politics.

Politics is a taboo subject in many Mercy students’ 
households. According to the November Newsprint poll, 
approximately 31% of respondents avoid talking about 
politics and other controversial subjects. When asked for 
proactive tips to talk about these subjects, student answers 
varied from “keeping an open mind,” “scream[ing] at [their] 
parents,” and “leav[ing] the room” to avoid the discussion 
altogether. 

Politics is unavoidable to talk about as society and 
media is clouded by new policies, the results of the 2020 
Presidential Election and Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s 
COVID-19 briefings. It is essential to have respectful 
discussions with family and friends without getting into an 
argument every five minutes.

“I think topics like this one can trigger almost any 
feeling along the spectrum of human emotions,” said Mercy 
counselor Mrs. Trish Brown. “For some, political discussion 
brings about feelings of inadequacy. For others who are 
very passionate, strong feelings about specific topics can 
come to be. I think that not everyone is comfortable having 
respectful conversation surrounding topics where we may 
disagree or find ourselves in a vulnerable position. Most 
people avoid discomfort at all costs.”

Many political conversations with family often lead to 
verbal arguments and mixed emotions from every member. 
It is vital to have civil conversations with others who 
differ from our own beliefs in today’s current political 
atmosphere.

Social studies teacher Ms. Cindy Richter 
encourages political discussion in all her 
classes, including Contemporary Issues and AP 
Government.

“There’s no way not to [talk about politics],” 
said Mrs. Richter. “I put forth from the onset of the 
semester the rules of the classroom, how we’re 
going to make it a safe space for sharing and 
how we’re going to keep it civil. I really have not 
had a lot of problems in all the years I’ve been 
teaching. Once the ground rules are set on how 
we’re going to discuss things, I found that it is 
a very respectful and safe environment.” 

Being respectful and understanding 
toward those around us should be an 
obvious tip. If someone disagrees with 
our opinions, try to understand their point 
of view instead of trying to change it.

Another tip is listening to the other side’s opinion 
and asking questions about their views. This tactic 
can lead to a mannerly discussion where each family 
member receives a better understanding and learns 
something new about an opposing side.

Having family from both political parties, sophomore 
Isabella Merruci uses this technique to create a safe 
atmosphere for discussion.

 “Whenever someone has an opinion, they have time 

to fully explain why they feel like that,” said Merruci. 
“Everyone asks them questions, and we have a calm 
discussion. We just make sure everyone is respectful.”

Recently, age seems to be a big factor that influences 
political beliefs and divides families even further. People 
from different age groups, like our grandparents and 
parents, were raised in a different time. Being from an 
older generation can help shape an individual’s point of 
view based on the historical events Generation Z has never 
witnessed.

“We have to remember when our 
grandparents were a l i v e , 
people weren’t as open as we 
are now,” said junior Gracie Grady. 
“Generation Z has just accepted 
that we need to accept people, even if 
someone identifies as something 
we don’t agree with or 
make choices we don’t 
agree with. It’s not 
necessa r i ly o u r 
place, unless 
t h e y ’ r e 
h a r m i n g 
o t h e r 

people, to judge them for it. Our grandparents and parents 
weren’t raised like that.”

Another way to talk about politics is to keep the 
discussion vague. 

“I would keep it less about specifics, like less about 
Trump, less about Biden and more about the generalness of 
the country,” said Mrs. Richter. “I think if somebody insists 
on talking about something, I would keep it general. Also, 
try not to take it personally if they are against how you 
feel.”

Check your intentions when entering a conversation. 
Avoid creating unnecessary conflict. Instead, follow the 
more respectful route: understand and listen to other’s 
opinions.

“The rule that I follow with my family, and would 
advise students to follow as well, is to always check my 
own intentions first,” said Mrs. Brown. “Am I wanting 
to enter this conversation to prove my family wrong? To 
[anger] them? To express my frustration with their views? 
If yes, then I find another outlet or kindly do not engage 
in the political topic at hand. If my intention is to better 
understand a differing view, offer a new perspective, or 
to correct straight up ignorance, I take the risk because I 
believe it is worth it for me.”

Another tip is to prepare for discussion by researching 
the facts that have established your beliefs. Support your 
opinions with concrete facts from unbiased resources.

“My advice for everyone when they have a belief about 
something is to form your opinion and back it up with 
facts,” said Mrs. Richter. “If your parents or whoever is 

open to talking to you, even though you have a different 
opinion, make sure you come to the table with your 
facts, not just an emotional [response like] this is how I 

feel because it’s wrong or it’s right.”
If disagreements occur, remember to stand 
your ground and defend your beliefs without 

escalating the situation.
Furthermore, remember that another 

side in politics exists. 
“I think it’s important, especially 

nowadays, to acknowledge there’s another 
side,” said Mrs. Richter. “Our views and 

opinions aren’t the end all be all, so 
acknowledge the other side. I think it’s 
actually very good to try and research 
the other side. I know when I have 

class and people have to research 
the other side, it is not easy, but in 
the end, they say they’ve learned 

something. It’s really given them 
a better understanding, so acknowledge the 

other side, try to see what the other side is all 
about  and in the end just be respectful of the 
other side.”

If all else fails, change the subject. 
Focus on why we are all gathered around 
the Christmas tree or kitchen table in the 

first place: to celebrate the holidays with our 
families.

Respect
Listen

Yelling

Specifics

Understanding

Bad
Intentions

Research

Be Civil

Fighting 
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Black Friday business
STORY, PHOTOS AND GRAPHIC: GRACE O’DEA

The holiday season is often revered as a time of joy 
and peace, tidings of comfort and joy, all things 
calm and all things bright. Blankets of snow 

sparkle on rooftops while Christmas lights illuminate 
WKH�VWUHHW��:RRG�¿UHV�ZDUP�WKH�ZKROH�KRXVH�DQG�%LQJ�
Crosby’s Christmas hits seem to play on repeat in your 
head. Yet, despite its many joys, one fatal component 
is attached to the holiday season’s tidings of comfort 
and joy: chaos. And, in the short blip of time between 
Thanksgiving and New Years, no single day seems to 
encompass the chaos of the holiday season quite as 
well as Black Friday. 
 Black Friday, the day immediately following 
Thanksgiving, is infamous for the havoc it wreaks 
on malls nationwide. Within hours of celebrating 
all they have to be thankful for, people crowd stores 
DQG� ¿OO� VKRSSLQJ� EDJV� WR� VSHQG� DQG� VDYH� PRQH\�
simultaneously. 
   “I got up close to 6:30 a.m.,” said sophomore 
Olivia Gray when talking about her Black Friday 
experience last year. She and her friends left for the 
Somerset Mall early in the morning to start their 
roughly three-hour-long shopping trip. 
  With limited supplies in stores, it has become 
increasingly common for Black Friday shoppers to 
start shopping as early as Black Friday deals begin. 
Many stores open their doors on Black Friday 
right at midnight after Thanksgiving, but some 
have even begun opening on Thanksgiving evening.
   “The mall is probably more packed at 1 a.m. than 
when I go later in the day,” said senior Philomena 
Anton, who for the last three years has gone to 
Twelve Oaks Mall around one in the morning on Black 
Friday. She said the mall usually is more crowded early 
in the morning on Black Friday than later in the day, 
around noon. 
    Although the number of people in stores this year will 
be much smaller due to new COVID-19 restrictions, in 
past years, people have crammed to get into stores in 
HQRXJK�WLPH�WR�¿QG�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�EHIRUH�LW�
is gone. 

   “PacSun gets really bad,” said Anton. “Everything is 
all over the place. Everything is so clustered.” 
   Stores are quickly disorganized on Black Friday as 
shoppers pour in, but regardless of how well-kept a 
store remains on Black Friday, the number of people in 
a store alone can make it look like a mess. 
   “The Apple store is a zoo every year,” said junior 
Maddie Leiter. Anton,        

too, mentioned how hectic the Apple 
store looks on Black Friday. Other stores like 
Walmart, Target and Best Buy are notorious for the 
vast crowds they attract through big sales. 
    Black Friday’s mass buying has been known to 
possibly lead to verbal arguments or outright brawls. 
���³,�VDZ�D�¿JKW�KDSSHQ�RQH�WLPH�DW�7ZHOYH�2DNV�DW�VRPH�
tech store [on Black Friday]” said Leiter. Witnessing 
intense arguments or brief physical altercations is 
almost considered normal on Black Friday. 

    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 

        

���³7KHVH�WZR�SHRSOH�ZHUH�¿JKWLQJ�RYHU�D�&DQDGD�*RRVH�
jacket,” said Anton when talking about a previous Black 
Friday experience. “They were literally snatching it 
from each other.”
   Despite the craziness associated with it, Black Friday 
has its fair share of positive factors, such as giving 
many people the opportunity to Christmas shop on a 
budget. 
   “I usually go because I’m looking for something for 
someone else,” said Leiter, who usually determines the 
stores she will be going to on Black Friday based on 
what Christmas gifts she needs for others. 

    “If I know my mom wants a candle, I’ll hit Bath 
and Body Works,” said Leiter.

     Due to COVID-19, far less people shopped in stores 
this year for Black Friday. Several stores and shopping 

centers had limited hours on Black Friday when 
they would, in previous years, have been open 

nearly all day. Twelve Oaks Mall, which in past 
years opened at midnight on Black Friday, did not open 

until 7 a.m. this year, and, instead of remaining  
  open all day, closed at 9 p.m.
     In-person shopping is permitted amidst 

COVID-19 restrictions, but many still chose to opt-out 
of the hectic in-person shopping on this year’s Black 

Friday. Many took part in online Black Friday or 
Cyber Monday sales. 
   “Cyber Monday is much easier,” said Gray. With 
store deals being completely virtual on Cyber Monday, 
the shopping process is made much more manageable 
(and less squished). People can buy gifts and shop for 
themselves or others from the comfort of their couch. 
They also avoid lengthy lines to purchase their items. 
����%ODFN�)ULGD\�ORRNHG�PXFK�GL൵HUHQW�WKLV�\HDU��6WRUHV�
were less crowded due to rules for limiting the number 
of people inside them, and, of course, masks were 
UHTXLUHG�� 0DQ\� PRUH� SHRSOH� ÀRFNHG� WR� WKH� LQWHUQHW�
for their Black Friday shopping. Despite the change, 
though, sales still decked store halls and peace on earth 
was put on hold so that shoppers could Black Friday 
shop. 

SALE!

Junior Francesca Petrucci shops online for Black Friday sales. Photo by Grace O’Dea. !e line outside of a Best Buy on Black Friday appears nonexistant. Photo by Grace 
O’Dea.
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With the chaos that the holiday season brings, the last thing you want to be doing (especially in 2020) is last-minute Christmas shopping. 
!e stress, the time and the price tag make gi"-giving a hassle. But do not worry because Newsprint has got you covered with three 
unique and a#ordable DIY Christmas gi"s that anyone on your list would be happy to receive.

%*4+56/#5�6'#�64''
!is gi" is perfect for tea drinkers and also doubles as an adorable holiday decoration. 

What you’ll need:
A styrofoam cone
Individually wrapped tea bags
Glue gun and glue sticks
A round cylinder to use as the “stump”
A wooden star 
Uncooked rice (Optional) 

Steps: 
1. Adhere the tea bags to the styrofoam cone using hot 
glue. Begin at the bottom of the cone and work your 
way up, overlapping each layer slightly.
2. Fill the “stump” with rice to serve as a weight (Op-
tional). Attach the “stump” to the bottom of the cone 
with hot glue. 
3. Glue a wooden star trinket to the top of the cone. 
!at’s it!

� � � � � � � � � � � �� �

� � � � �2#+06�%*+2�$11-/#4-
!ese paint chip bookmarks are super customizable and great for anyone who loves reading.

    What you’ll need:
Paint chips
Matching embroidery 
thread
A single hole punch
Laminator (Optional) 

Steps:
1. Laminate the paint chips (Optional).
2. Punch a hole at the top of the paint chip.
3. Create a tassel using embroidery thread. 
4. Attach the tassel to the bookmark through the hole, 
and you’re done!

/#510�,#4�5019).1$'5
!is traditional gi" is so adorable and can be easily personalized depending on how you chose to decorate it.

What you’ll need:
A mason jar
Figurine(s) and other decorations
Clear-drying epoxy 
Glycerin
Glitter

Steps:
1. Sand the inside of the mason jar lid until it is rough. 
2. Adhere your chosen $gurine(s) and other decorations 
to the inside of the jar’s lid.
3. Fill the jar almost to the top with distilled water.
4. Add glitter and a dash of glycerin to prevent the glitter 
from falling too quickly.
5. Screw on the lid tightly. Turn the jar over and back 
again. Let it snow!


